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The opening of the national Inuit Art 
Centre (Quamajuq), and the first of its 
kind in the world, was the culmination 
of 9 years of collaboration between the 
Winnipeg Art Gallery and their Indigenous 
Advisory Circle, Michael Maltzan 
Architecture (MMA), Cibinel Architecture, 
and numerous local contractors. 
Fundraising for the project began in 2012. 
The design process took two years, and the 
construction phase took an additional four 
years. 

MMA, Los Angeles, was selected 
through an international architectural 
competition. As part of Qaumajuq’s 
formative conceptual design phase, 
Michael Maltzan joined WAG Director & 
CEO Dr. Stephen Borys, Curator of Inuit 
Art Dr. Darlene Coward Wight, Associate 
Architect George Cibinel, and architectural 
photographer Iwan Baan on a trip to 
Nunavut to visit Inuit communities and 
active artists’ studios. The expedition 

provided a unique opportunity for the 
project team to experience the ephemeral 
qualities of northern environments 
and immerse themselves in historic and 
contemporary Inuit art and culture.

This design project was a true 
partnership. Both architectural firms 
worked closely through every step of the 
project development. MMA was the design 
arm and Cibinel was the delivery arm. The 
design process was a highly collaborative 
one and included MMA working closely with 
WAG and Cibinel through physical models 
across all phases. These models ranged 
from small scale models that took in the 
surroundings, to larger models that allowed 
them to understand and communicate 
interior spaces, to full scale mock-ups that 
helped the whole team to make decisions 
and anticipate the final appearance.

Robertson says, “The WAG is an iconic 
building in Winnipeg and a well-respected 
architectural design. We wanted Quamajuq 

to be respectful of the WAG while having 
its own character. An open and welcoming 
ground floor (fully glazed) was one of the 
goals of the design, to welcome all visitors 
and become a part of the Winnipeg’s 
public space.”

“Once the decision (to choose 
masonry) was made, we realized it was a 
perfect fit with the building mission, its 
location, and our design intent. Qaumajuq 
was built to celebrate Inuit art. Most Inuit 
sculptures are carved out of stone; it is a 
natural material that occurs everywhere 
on earth including in the North. We were 
able to find a North American stone that 
contrasts with the existing Tyndall stone 
of the WAG, while maintaining a similar 
quality of density, solidity, and natural 
variation. Furthermore, we were advised 
multiple times by our collaborators in 
Winnipeg that the city offers exceptionally 
skilled masons.” said Williams, explaining 
their choice of masonry.

the Wag – inuit art centre 
addition (QuamajuQ)

When choosing the stone for 
the outside of the building, all the 
stakeholders agreed that one of the 
criteria depended upon “how the stone 
was able to capture the sun’s position 
and the amount of daylight”. Robertson 
describes it in this way, “Winnipeg is 
one of the sunniest locations in the 
world. Once we landed on masonry, we 
examined all types of white or greyish 
whitish stone. Eventually we chose the 
white granite. It has flecks in it and has 
more detail the closer you come to it, 
which is beautiful. Also, the texture and 
the durability contributed to our final 
decision.” 

The design team’s goal was to 
produce a large sinuous volume that 
seemed completely solid and continuous. 
This is easier said than done. Buildings 
and their component parts are not 
continuous; joints and connections are 
everywhere and must be planned and 
designed to contribute to the overall 
goal and not distract from it. In this 
case, after numerous studies, they 
realized that reducing the size of the 
masonry unit, to the size of a common 
brick, would allow them to achieve the 
continuous curves and sharp edges they 
were looking for, turning most joints (the 
mortar joints around each stone brick) 
into a texture.

The design team faced a multitude of 
challenges in building the Inuit addition 
to the WAG.

Williams describes some of the 
challenges in this way, “Technically, 
adding a significant addition to 
an existing building requires a real 
understanding of both its structure 
as well as its existing systems. It also 
requires a thoughtful sequencing of 
construction activities to minimize the 
disruption to the existing buildings 
operations as the systems were 
upgraded to accommodate both the 
exiting Galleries as well as the new 
Gallery. Adding to an architecturally 
significant building such as Gustavo da 
Roza’s Winnipeg Art Gallery built in 1971 
required careful consideration, especially 
since the existing gallery sat alone on its 
city block will little room for an addition. 
To add to the challenge the design 
team was tasked to envision the first 
standalone art gallery solely dedicated to 
Inuit Art. The importance of the addition 
and the building it was being added to 
was significant. The fact that this type 

of gallery had not been done before 
provided both freedom and pressure on 
the design team to get it right”.  

Robertson adds to the list of 
challenges faced by the design team in 
building Quamajuq, “MMA was selected 
to create a first-class gallery. Doing 
construction in our climate makes it hard 
and having the building so high (three 
stories) with few interruptions in the 
stone cladding. We had to deal with how 
to keep the frost from condensing on the 
glass of the gallery to ensure the vision 
of the design architect.” 

He goes on to say, “The form of the 
building is more than sculptural, it is to 
provide a broad spectrum of experiences 
for the visitors. There are massive 
structural undertakings to create the 
sculptured feel of the building. The first 
floor has two stories over twenty feet 
of solid curving glass. Plus, we had to 
ensure that the technical resolutions did 
not interfere with the aesthetic design. 
We were making history in major design 
projects worldwide and in Canada, as 
this has never been done before. In fact, 
we accomplished this with some of the 
pieces in the art gallery. Despite COVID, 
the challenging design is a tribute to our 
local expertise, and our commitment 
to achieve that. Additionally, having 
Alpha Masonry and Crosier Kilgour 
& Partners collaborating with us was 
amazing, and this project would not have 
been possible without Gus Kotoulas, a 
masonry expert, and the President of 
Alpha Masonry.”

“The expansive, light filled Qilak 
(Main Inuit Gallery) on the building’s third 
level provides eight thousand square 
feet of open, flexible exhibition space 
dedicated to the display of Inuit art. The 
voluminous gallery is intended to reflect 
the natural environments of the North, 
the setting in which much of the art is 
created. The monumental, sculptural 
walls evoke the immense geographic 
features that are the background of 
many Inuit towns and inlets. Figural 
skylights in the ceiling suffuse the gallery 
with light from the broad spectrum of 
the sky creating an ethereal illumination 
that focuses the viewer on the Inuit 
art in the gallery.” – Michael Maltzan 
Architecture

To get a glimpse of the beautiful 
architecture and what the Quamajuq 
holds for you, visit https://www.wag.ca/
qaumajuq/opening/
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Find resources and training 
at safemanitoba.com
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moving forward. 
Together.
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• Natural Stone
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• Outdoor Living
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Contact FERO directly at sales@ferocorp.com  
or at 1-877-703-4463 to order and discuss any 

design, engineering or technical inquiries.

Dramatically 
Reduce Thermal 

Bridging

Fast,  
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Installation

Reduce  
Material and 

Maintenance Cost

FASTTM 
THERMAL 
BRACKETS

FERO FAST THERMAL BRACKETS offset 
the shelf angle from the structural 

backing and position the shelf angle to 
remain fully outboard of the insulation. 

Our brackets can be customized to 
ANY bracket depth accommodating all 
thicknesses of continuous insulation 
placed fully behind the shelf angle.

FERO THERMAL TIES AND CONNECTORS can be sized for any 
cavity, minimize the effect of thermal bridging, can be spaced 

at greater intervals, eliminate the need for insulation fasteners 
and provide partial composite action (shear connection) 

between the masonry veneer and the structural backing.

FERO designs, engineers and manufactures innovative 
masonry reinforcement systems, and high-performance 

connection solutions for the construction industry. For the 
complete FERO suite of products visit WWW.FEROCORP.COM.

FERO 
THERMAL

TIESTM
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AIM for SUCCESS 
with TARGET PRODUCTS
AIM for SUCCESS 
with TARGET PRODUCTS

▪ Specialized Grouts
▪ Self Levelling, Pumpable 
  Underlayments
▪ QUIKRETE Polymer Modified
 Stone Veneer Mortar
▪ QUIKRETE Stone Veneer
 Mortar
▪ Concrete Products
▪ Concrete Repair Products

▪ Concrete Admixtures
▪ Patching Mixes
▪ Silica Fume
▪ Block Fill
▪ BONDMIXTM Industrial 
  Mortar
▪ Fibre Base Coat 
  Stucco Mix
▪ Pre-blended Coloured
 Mortars

TARGET PRODUCTS LTD.
A WHOLLY-OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF THE QUIKRETE© COMPANIES

400 Pandora Ave W
Winnipeg, MB R2C 3A5

204.654.8320

WINNIPEG: 
1.855.654.8320

www.targetproducts.com

Local #1 Bricklayers Union  
235 Mcphillips Ave

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3E 2K3
Phone: 204.694.0135

Fax: 204.697.0776 
Cell: 204.297.6074

Email: evancollingridge@outlook.com

Evan Collingridge 
Business Agent

Whether you need full bed or thin brick, natural or 
thin veneer stone or manufactured stone, Brock 

White and NCA have the products you need from 
the best brands in the business. We carry masonry 
ties and sealants, metal lath and insulation through 

to bagged goods and cleaners.

879 Keewatin Street 204-694-3600 

BROCKWHITE.CA | NCA.CA
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“Thermal Performance is a factor that describes how well a 
building retains heat (or cold in the case of air-conditioned 
buildings).” explains Dr. Mark Hagel, Executive Director of Alberta 
Masonry Council (AMC).

Masonry reduces the overall energy consumption in structures. 
One of the main ways that it reduces energy consumption is 
through thermal mass, or in other words, the material’s ability 
to store heat. It offsets the peak demand times of energy use 
by a building because masonry retains heat or cold longer than 
structures constructed from other building materials. 

“When you have a sunny day, the building stores the energy. 
With masonry your heat is more regulated.” points out Hagel. 

How efficient masonry is at retaining heat is dependent upon 
the location of the building as some climates have more sunny 
days than others. For example, in Vancouver, where it is less 
sunny, masonry buildings will not retain as much heat as the same 
building would in Winnipeg, where there are far more sunny days. 

The effectiveness of masonry is impacted by numerous things. 
For example, an opaque wall (walls without windows) is much 
more energy efficient than a wall with a high ratio (a wall with 
many windows and/or doors).

There are minimum energy code requirements for exterior 
walls of a building across Canada according to the National 
Energy Code for Buildings (NECB). However, the requirements 
presently vary from province to province, due to which year’s 
code each province has adopted. 

The code is followed by the year that it was published, 
for example NECB 2017 was published in 2017. “The more 
recent the version of the NECB the more thermal efficient the 
requirements are as the NECB moves toward Net-Zero Energy 
(passive house) requirements by 2030. More thermally efficient 
typically translates to more insulation required in the wall.” 
describes Hagel. At present, provinces are using different versions 
of the NECB. Manitoba and Ontario are still complying with 
requirements from the NECB 2011 Codes, BC and Quebec are using 
the NECB 2015, and presently only Alberta and Saskatchewan use 
NECB 2017. However, Hagel believes that Ontario will be adopting 
requirements from NECB 2017 very soon.

He goes on to say, “Prior to NECB 2011 you only needed R-12 in 
the walls in a province like Alberta. With NECB 2011 that same wall 
now required R-27 in most parts of Alberta. Once NECB 2017 was 
adopted, thermal bridging also had to be considered. Thermal 
bridging reduces the effectiveness of insulation by bypassing the 
insulation.  As a result, to achieve R-27 in a wall when complying 
with NECB 2017 you likely need the equivalent of R32. NECB 2011 
was a big improvement in the thermal efficiency of wall but did 
not radically alter the way we build with masonry. Now, we can 
have as much as 8 inches of exterior insulation because of NECB 
2017.”

Thermal bridging in buildings is the movement of heat 

across an assembly that is more conductive than the materials 
or assemblies around it. The conductive material creates a path 
of least resistance for heat. A thermal break is the best way to 
reduce thermal bridging and consists of introducing an insulating 
material to disrupt the heat flow path. 

The masonry industry has introduced low conducting 
materials liked stainless steel and Glass Fiber Reinforced Polymers 
(GFRP) which are 1/3 to 1/100th the conductance of steel 
respectively for components like brick ties, shelf angles, z-bars. 
The introduction of stand-off such as knife plates that allow for 
uninterrupted (continuous) insulation have also been proven to be 
effective in significantly reducing the effects of thermal bridging.

“Thermal bridging research is being undertaken at the 
University of Alberta in partnership with Alberta Masonry Council 
(AMC), Manitoba Masonry Institute (MMI), Masonry Institute of BC 

understanding thermal 
performance of masonry

(MIBC) and Masonry Works to establish 
more realistic values for masonry 
wall’s clear field R-values and thermal 
bridging linear transmittance values that 
designers need to quantify the thermal 
performance of a wall system.” outlines 
Hagel. 

There are some tools in the current 
thermal catalogs that are available 
to designers. However, some of the 
values needed to model the entire 
wall are either missing or based on 
construction details that are not used 
in current construction practices. The 
masonry industry in collaboration with 
the University of Alberta (U of A), have 
developed a thermal catalog that will 
provide more accurate values and is due 
out in late spring 2022.

The AMC in partnership with MMI, 
MIBC and Masonry Works have created an 
NSERC (Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Council (of Canada) Alliance Grant by 
supplying funding to the U of A to have 
graduate students’ thermal model in 3D 
to acquire details absent or incorrect in 
current thermal catalogs.

The AMC is also developing tools (in 
the form of tables and apps) that are 
currently in development by the masonry 
industry to provide designers with the 
precise values they require to accurately 
estimate the entire thermal performance 
of masonry walls. 

The App that they are developing at 
AMC, is in EXCEL. The research done by 
Dr. Hagel is being verified and checked 
by the U of A. These new tables will 
be released in late spring, and it will 
be available on all the stakeholders’ 
websites, or you can email them from 
their websites for more information. 
Hagel has produced two apps that will be 
released in the next 6 months. 

“The goal from the onset, was not 
to use proprietary software in creating 
app. The more common programs (Such 
as excel) used, the wider the audience 
that can use it, with ease and familiarity. 
It is planned for the summer of 2022 
completion and rollout. The AMC would 
like to thank Dr. Chen at U of A for 
partnering with the industry. He is AN 
EXPERT IN THERMAL PERFORMANCE and 
is leading his students through the 3D 
modelling of this research.” 

“Our goal for our research is to 
improve the accuracy of the values 

assigned to masonry products. There are only so many models that can be offered in the 
first outshoot of the research. Experimenting with different knife blade lengths, etc. will 
come in the later phases, at which time, we will add in more detail for the most common 
forms of masonry construction. Our research will quantify the 3D thermal equipment 
performance. We want to make sure that thermal models are accurate and tested.” 
describes Hagel. “We are performing the research in 2D and then aggregating these two 
2D models using the widely accepted parallel path method into a 3D model so that it can 
be compared with the 3D U of A models. The thermal performance calculations are so 
complex now that they can’t be performed manually anymore. That is why we are using 
3D modelling. The benefits of doing research with a university, is that it is cost effective 
more affordable for a non-profit organization, and you get the benefit of the fact that the 
University of Alberta is an unbiased third party reviewing the work. The user can be assured 
they are utilizing true and trusted information. Partnering with a university also means that 
students must finish their courses, prior to undertaking research work. This tends to have 
an impact on timelines for completing the research. 

The long-term benefits of this research will result in more accurate thermal values for 
masonry, which will lead to using less insulation in the wall to achieve the same thermal 
performance. Currently available thermal values for masonry in the thermal catalog 
(https://thermalenvelope.ca/catalogue/), can lead to 1” to 3” of insulation that is not 
needed because of calculation errors from missing or inaccurate thermal details currently 
available for masonry.

This work, combined with the ongoing Thermal Mass research being undertaking by the 
MMI/RRC/CKP/UofM and NRC, (see Winter 2021 Edition of On Point Magazine), will assist 
designers across the country to quantify the many benefits to utilizing masonry products in 
their designs and projects.

To follow the research being performed by Dr. Hagel visit 
https://albertamasonrycouncil.ca/
http://www.manitobamasonry.ca/
https://www.masonrybc.org/
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Copyright © 2020 DuPont. All rights reserved. The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont™ and 
Styrofoam™ are trademarks of E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company or its affi liates.

Performance that stands out. 
Aesthetics that blend in. 
Along with a game-changing reduced global warming potential (GWP) formulation, 
we’re transitioning the traditional blue you have come to know to a new grey color 
– so you’ll know it when you see it. But some things will never change: Styrofoam™ 
Brand XPS performance and our commitment to your project’s success.

To get the latest information on availability, visit BeyondBlue.DuPont.com.

Beyond
Blue

expocrete.com

comes from working with

based on a

who have a vision of uncompromising

of honesty, reliability and respect.
bpconcrete.com  |  204-669-5666

Brock White Winnipeg | 879 Keewatin Street, R2X 2S7 | 204-694-3600                                BrockWhite.ca

A CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY GROUP COMPANY
Build with the Best

Brock White has you covered for all 
your masonry needs.
Whether you need full bed or thin brick, natural or thin 
veneer stone or manufactured stone, Brock White has the 
products you need from the best brands in the business. We 
carry masonry ties and sealants, metal lath and insulation 
through to bagged goods and cleaners.
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RRCP BETAC BUILDING
Project Address: 2055 Notre Dame Ave 
Category: Institution
Location on Building: Exterior/Interior
Mason: Kornerstone Masonry (2007) Ltd.
Designer: Number TEN/Ager - Little
Type of Masonry Installed: Clay Brick (interior & exterior
Contractor: Akman Construction Ltd
Supplier 1: Alsip’s Building Products

WENDyS RESTAURANTS 
(STEINBACH)
Project Address: 170 PTH 12N Steinbach MB
Architect: Voitec Architect Inc.
General Contractor: Gateway Construction
Type of Masonry Installed: Clay Brick w/custom concrete Sills
Supplier:  Brick - Alston Brick Supply Inc. 

Concrete sills: Brock White
Masonry Contractor: Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd.

SPOTLIGHT features SPOTLIGHT features
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SPOTLIGHT features

REALTOR PLACE
Project Address: 1873 Inkster Blvd. Winnipeg MB.
Mason: Lead Masonry
Architect: Number TEN Architectural Group 
General Contractor: Graham Construction & Engi-
neering LP
Supplier: I-XL Building Products.
Type of Masonry Installed: Thin Veneer Stone.

SPOTLIGHT features

BRUCE OAK  
RECOVERy
Project Address: 255 Hamilton Ave, Winnipeg, MB 
Mason: Lead Masonry
Architect: MMP Architeccts Inc.
GC - Bockstael
Supplier: I-XL Building Products
Type of Masonry Installed: Clay Brick
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CHESED SHEL EMES 
FUNERAL HOME
Project Address: 1023 Main St. Winnipeg, MB 
Architect: Republic Architecture Inc.
General Contractor: Akman Construction
Type of Masonry Installed: Clay Brick with Tyndal Stone
Supplier:  Brick - Alston Brick Supply Inc. 

Tyndall Stone: Gillis Quarries
Masonry Contractor: Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd.

BOBBy BEND 
SCHOOL
Project Address: 377 2nd Ave North, Stonewall, MB 
Mason: Kornerstone Masonry
Architect: Manitoba Finance
GC - Regent Construction
Supplier: Gillis Quarries, Timberstone Distribution
Type of Masonry Installed: Clay Brick & Tyndall Stone

SPOTLIGHT features SPOTLIGHT features
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SPOTLIGHT features SPOTLIGHT features

BRIDGEPARK MANOR 
STEINBACH
Mason: Lead Masonry
GC: Concord Projects
Architect: Raymond SC Wan Architect Inc
Supplier: I-XL Building products
Type of Masonry Installed: Clay Brick & Thin Veneer Stone

ÉCOLE NOëL-RITCHOT
Project Address: 45 De la Digue Ave
Category: Institution
Location on Building: Exterior/Interior
Mason: Kornerstone Masonry (2007) Ltd.
Architect: Stantec Archtitecture Ltd.
Contractor: Regent Construction Ltd.
Type of Masonry Installed: Clay Brick/Tyndall Stone
Suppliers:  I-XL Building Products & Gillis Quarries
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ABOVE ALL MASONRY: 
THE COLOUR MASTERS
We have over 16 years experience in the masonry trade.  
At ABOVE ALL MASONRY, we have created a unique niche in 
the industry. Our specialty is COLOUR! We mix and match any 
colour of mortar that is needed for bricks, blocks, and stones. 
We are recognized as a LEADER IN THE INDUSTRY for our ability 
to create any colour of mortar. In fact, other companies even 
hire us to mix and colour their mortar for them. Using a guarded 
company secret, we always get the colour PERFECTLY RIGHT. 

•   We have restored the stonework on the Manitoba 
Legislative Building and performed restorations on 
commercial and residential buildings. 

•   No job is TOO BIG or TOO SMALL for US! 
•   We are VERSATILE and our goal is to provide our customers 

with the BEST QUALITY SERVICE as is humanly possible. 
•    But over and above that, we are also AFFORDABLE and  

we are COR CERTIFIED!

Email: aboveallmasonryinc@gmail.com   Phone: 204-891-7315

www.aboveallmasonryinc.com

To move  
mountains  

tomorrow you  
must start by  

lifting  
stones today

1-204-334-2446  
kornerstonemasonry.com

C-1771 Ness Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3J OY2
Phone: (204) 832-9405 • Fax:(204) 837-5439 • info@romamasonry.ca

www.romamasonry.ca

Roma Masonry Ltd. is a family owned Masonry Contracting firm founded in 1972. 
Our company has completed a vast range of projects from institutional masonry 

to commercial and restoration construction with project values exeeding millions.
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“I was extremely happy with the outcomes 
that resulted during the (restoration) 
process. Even up close the repair work 
could have been original as it looked 
so much the same. I would say that the 
biggest success was the collaboration 
of all parties involved in the project.” 
states Markian yereniuk, Architect at 1x1 
architecture, the architectural firm hired to 
restore the University of Manitoba (U of M) 
Administration Building. 

The U of M Administration Building 
Restoration project was a collaboration 
between the U of M, 1x1 Architecture with 
Crosier Kilgour & Partners, B & F Masonry 
(M-Builds Construction, their sister 
company) and Gillis Quarries. The project 
involved maintenance work for Tyndall 
limestone and brick masonry and was done 
under a heritage permit. This project also 
included a security upgrade, replacing the 
entrance doors on all four sides of the 
building and repairs to the red sandstone 
stairs.

“When looking to match new stone to 
the stone of the existing building we always 
prefer to start with a sample of the existing 
stone. Pictures are okay, but the lighting 
condition when the picture was taken and 
settings of the screen you are viewing the 
picture on, can skew the colour and tone. 
Having a sample also gives us a better 
understanding of the texture we are trying 
to match.” specifies Jeffrey Dolovich, Vice 
President, Sales & Marketing, Gillis Quarries 
Ltd.

 Dolovich points out, “The first step is to 
identify what type of stone it is - limestone, 

sandstone, granite, marble slate. Then you 
are looking at the colour and tone to refine 
your search even more. Often you must cut 
the sample piece or sand off all the years 
of pollutants and dirt to see the stone’s 
original colour. After that, it is (all about) 
size and finish.”

Although Gillis Quarries did not provide 
the stone for the original building in 1912, 
it is their Tyndall Stone®, a fossilized 
sedimentary medium density dolomitic 
limestone of the upper mottled layers of 
the Red River formation of the Ordovician 
period of the Paleozoic Era. A stone 
with approximately 450 Million years of 
History™.

“Being a natural stone there are limits 
for what you can do to match material 
from a project done one hundred years 
ago. Although we might be in the same 
deposit, we are in a different part of it. 
All we can do is try to match the intensity 
of the mottling and the colour tones.” 
discloses Dolovich.

The masonry scope of the work 
included…

In conjunction with North Star Access, 
B & F Masonry provided scaffold access 
to perform their scope. They repointed 
mortar joints in the existing façade which 
was originally constructed using brick, 
Tyndall stone and sandstone masonry. They 
rebuilt, replaced and / or stabilized the 
brick and stone. Another method of repair 
is using a Jahn mortar patch that is used 
on fractured stones. Amazingly, less than 
5% of the stone was replaced. Instead of 
performing mortar repair, using a method 

called “Dutchman” (pinning a stone within 
a stone), they were able to restore over 
95% of the stone. They also used a process 
called “Crack Injection”, by which they 
stabilize the stone with pins and inject 
epoxy or microgrout into the cracked and 
fractured stone, so it doesn’t need to be 
replaced. 

“There certainly were challenges!” 
describes yereniuk. “There was quite a 
bit of stone that had to be repaired and 
replaced. Plus, trying to replicate the 
original carved features that had been 
installed in the building (was difficult). We 
tried to integrate the repairs and match 
the (existing) colours and finishes as close 
as possible to the original including the 
mortar and the replacement bricks.”

Ellison Wilkinson of B & F Masonry 
describes the challenges her company 
faced in the restoration of the building, 
“Last year, being a drought came with 
extremely hot days. The products we use 
are temperature sensitive. We don’t want 
the mortar setting too quickly or ‘flash set’ 
as it changes the properties of the mortar. 
We started our days earlier, covered our 
areas of work, and misted our area of work 
to slow down the drying process.”

“At the beginning of the job, we tried 
to get all our samples of materials that we 
needed for the job. Mortar, brick, etc. We 
chose a caulking colour, and the owner 
approved it. But when we ordered the 
product, the manufacturer wasn’t making it 
anymore. So, we had to go with a different 
manufacturer.” Wilkinson points out.

“There were several fractured stones 

a historic restoration at the university 
of manitoBa administration Building

that required replacement. The stone is 
sourced locally from Gillis Quarries. We 
had to achieve a variety of finishes such 
a combed finish, bush hammer and sawn 
face. Gillis would provide the stone with the 
specified finish, and we would fine tune the 
stone on site with hand chisels.” explains 
Wilkinson. 

“But a project like this doesn’t get 
accomplished without lots of tradespeople. 
There were twelve different masons working 
on the restoration including our foreman 
Troy Millichamp, plus other trades that 
included painters, electricians, scaffold 
erectors, etc. In fact, at peak times B & 
F Masonry had thirty workers onsite.” 
explains Ellison Wilkinson, Project Manager / 
Estimator for B & F Masonry. 

The U of M Administration Building 

is also a “Heritage Building.” According 
to the Manitoba Historical Society, “This 
three-storey brick and stone building on 
the Fort Garry Campus of the University 
of Manitoba was the former Manitoba 
Agricultural College building. Designed by 
local architects Samuel Hooper and Victor 
Horwood, it was constructed between 
1911 and 1913. The building originally 
housed offices, post office, reading room, 
classrooms, laboratories, museum, and 
library. The exterior was finished in Tyndall 
stone from the Garson quarries, and inside 
is a large double-intersecting central 
staircase that connects all the offices.”

The building was built by Carter-Halls-
Aldinger Company, one of Western Canada’s 
premier construction companies.

“The work is still on-going (the west 

façade is still to be completed) but between 
the Consultants, 1x1 architecture and CKP 
(Crosier Kilgour and Partners) and the 
contractors we are incredibly pleased. The 
General Contractor is M-Builds, and the 
masonry trade is B and F Masonry. yarrow 
Sash and Door with Hedman as the General 
Contractor refurbished exterior entry 
doors.” touts Mark Ager proudly, U of M 
Project Manager, and an architect himself. 

The restoration is due to be completed 
by the end of July 2022. However, there may 
still need to be some landscaping and tear 
down after that date. 

To learn more about the history of the 
U of M Administration Building, please visit 
https://www.winnipeg.ca/ppd/Documents/
Heritage/ListHistoricalResources/
Chancellors-66-long.pdf 
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RELY ON B&M MASONRY
We’ll bring your home masonry ideas to life!

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
With over 30 years and three generations of design and experience coming straight from Germany, we 

take great pride in making your home your own.

We’re extremely experienced in brick, light weight adhered veneer and real stone of any variety. We are 
a leader in Manitoba for installation of residential Tyndall stone.

OUR WORK SPEAKS FOR ITSELF!
We have worked with incredible builders including  • Harris Homes • Huntington Homes • Antex Western

Our expertise has flourished from private jobs to commercial throughout Manitoba and Ontario.

Email: dbauer-enterprises@hotmail.com

www.bandmmasonry.ca

Visit Our Showroom at 811 Panet Road, Winnipeg MB or Call: 204.777.8663

Brampton Brick & Block
Thin Brick
Natural Limestone
Manufactured Stone Veneer
Masonry Tools, Cleaners & Sealers
Wall Systems
Fullbed Natural Stone
Landscaping Pavers & More!

Servicing the ICI Sector Since 1952
Burling Ranger holds its roots in Barrie, Ontario while servicing 

clients Canada-wide.   We provide efficient and trustworthy 

services for all aspects of masonry construction, repair, and 

restoration in the ICI Sector. Our project portfolio includes but 

is not limited to all educational builds- college: high school; 

public/private/catholic school board projects; long term care 

communities; municipal and provincial multi-phased treatment 

plants and facilities.   Our management team boosts over 200 

years of service in construction and project management.   

Our focus is on the delivery of the highest quality product and 

craftsmanship with priority on customer satisfaction.

 # 4- 233 Mapleview Drive East, Barrie, Ontario.  L4N 0W5
Telephone: 705-436-2186  •  Fax: 705-436-4922  •  Email: info@burlingranger.com www.burlingranger.com
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“Choosing the right material (for a building) affects - the lifespan 
of the building, the safety of the occupants and its impact on 
the environment.” explains Lee Hotas, Key Account Manager at 
Expocrete Concrete Products. 

According to the Canadian Concrete Masonry Producer’s 
Association (CCMPA), “The fire endurance of concrete masonry 
units varies by type of aggregate and equivalent thickness of the 
unit.” Fire ratings for CCMPA metric concrete masonry units was 
derived from the Supplementary Guidelines to the 1997 Ontario 
Building Code and the National Building Code of Canada. The 
ratings upon which the Guidelines are based on information 
obtained from standard laboratory methods of testing the fire 
performance of one building component with another. 

There are two different types of concrete. They are normal 
weight concrete and lightweight concrete. 

Normal weight concrete represents two different types of 
concrete, which includes Type N Concrete and Type S Concrete. 
Type N Concrete is defined as the concrete where the coarse 
aggregate is limestone, calcareous gravel, or similar dense 
aggregate material. Type S Concrete is defined as concrete where 
the coarse aggregate is granite, quartzite, siliceous gravel, or 
similar dense material. 

Lightweight concrete is also referred to as Type L220S. In this 
lightweight concrete is expanded slag. The fine aggregate in it is 
sand and lightweight aggregate, where the sand does not exceed 
20% of the total volume of all the aggregates. 

CCMPA also states, “It should be noted that lightweight units 
exhibit better fire performance and therefore a higher resistance 
rating is assigned than for the same equivalent thickness of 
normal weight block.”

A fire resistance rating of a building material is based upon 
two separate tests. The first is a fire endurance test, where the 
sample must withstand a controlled fire for a particular length of 
time. The second test is the hose stream test, where the sample 
must withstand the impact of a controlled stream of water after 

the sample has been exposed to fire. Since there are no specific 
rules laid out that the hose test must be performed on the same 
sample, the code allows the test to be performed on a second 
sample that has withstood the fire endurance test for only one 
half of the desired rating period. 

Masonry walls withstand the fire test and the hose test on 
the same sample for 2 hours of exposure to fire. It is important 
when choosing materials to look at not just the fire resistance 
characteristics, but also, it’s fire rating, as this speaks to the 
length of time a material can withstand fire. 

Depending on the thickness of the masonry sample, for 
lightweight masonry, it has a fire rating of 1.3 (hours of fire 
resistance) when the sample is 74mm thick and has a fire rating of 
4+ (hours of fire resistance) when the sample is 290mm thick.

In fact, masonry is not merely fire resistant, but it is also non-
combustible. When masonry is exposed to fire and then water 
tested with a fire hose at a pressure of 30 lbs per square inch, the 
masonry remains intact. 

But over and above the benefit of fire resistance when 
constructing a masonry building, there are numerous other benefits. 

“Masonry has strength and durability as it can withstand 
compression and prevents the infestation of termites, rotting, 
mold and fungus.” points out Hotas.

It is also weather resistant in that it resists temperature 
fluctuations. It is slower to cool down and heat up.  So that 
if the temperature fluctuates from -14 degrees Celsius to -35 
degrees Celsius, masonry will retain the heat inside the building 
for a longer period. The same can be said about cooling in the 
summertime. It will take a longer time for a masonry building to 
heat up and so will not heat up the same as some other types of 
construction materials.

“A masonry building is maintenance free, as most of the 
wall does not require painting and stands the test of time. The 
building has lasting beauty.” describes Hotas.

It is also important to note that masonry is a leading 

Building With fire 
resistant materials

contributor to green building that has a low impact on our 
environment. 

“It has great sound proofing,” explains Hotas, “It blocks out 
noise more efficiently than more traditional building materials. 
Plus, it is more economical because masonry construction uses 
locally available materials and local labour as well.”

He goes on to describe the cost benefit ratio of masonry 
versus wood, “With the cost of wood and other building 
materials increasing we see Masonry as a viable alternative to 
any building material in the market.  THE LONG-TERM BENEFITS 
OF MASONRy MAKE IT THE BEST VALUE OVERALL.”

The FIXr website (https://www.fixr.com/costs/build-
apartment ) in their article “How Much Does It Cost to Build an 
Apartment Building?” also agrees with Hotas’ statement, as they 
estimate that when constructing an apartment building, exterior 
wood walls represent 6% to 10% of construction costs, and 
exterior masonry walls represent 9% to 12% of construction 
costs overall. 

A study done on “Initial Cost of Construction, Multi-residential 
Structures Addendum” in Winnipeg, MB by the CCMPA in May of 
2019, demonstrates that any minimal increase in construction 
costs by using Masonry can be offset over the lifetime of the 
structure. Aside from the benefits listed above, when a masonry 
building catches fire, the fire damage is usually restricted to the 
fire compartment area, with minimal damage occurring outside 
this area. This results in reduced clean-up costs and a quicker 
reoccupation of the building. 

According to a study “Project Fail-Safe” done in the USA by the 
NASFM Fire Research and Education Foundation, despite building 
codes improving active safety systems, such as sprinklers, 
designing buildings with multiple egress paths so occupants can 
evacuate quicker, and vertical pipe systems that firefighters can 
connect hoses to, actual building safety scores decreased. One 
of the reasons was that more emphasis was put on active fire 
deterrents and less on passive fire deterrents. Passive systems 

are systems that are already in place within a building that make 
it harder for fire to spread. They found that a building’s exterior 
flammability and the distance between buildings were important 
factors in the spread of fire from one building to another. 
Also, Fire Resistant Ratings findings show fire will spread more 
robustly horizontally than vertically. With these findings in mind, 
since Masonry has such a high fire rating, it only makes sense to 
construct a building with at minimum a masonry exterior, with 
multiple masonry firewalls within. 
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Madox Suzio was born on March 30, 2005. 
“He grew up with his dad Marco, mom 

Suzanne and best friend and older brother 
Valin. Madox was a very happy kid with 
an infectious personality. He was always 
jumping around and laughing at just 
about anything. He and Valin are only 14 
months apart and did everything together.” 
describes Marco Suzio, Madox’s proud dad 
and a concrete pipe sales manager.

 Madox proudly filled his family’s walls 
and fridge door with his artwork. He enjoyed 
playing with his Pokémon card set and 
building Legos. But his favourite activity was 
snuggling on the couch with his parents. He 
LOVED his family and told them everyday.

At the age of 8 years old, Madox was 
diagnosed with Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine 
Glioma (DIPG). 

 His dad recalls the experience in this 
way, “His symptoms began a week prior to 
the diagnosis with eye squinting, tiredness, 
and some weakness. After seeing an 
optometrist, we knew something more 
serious neurologically was going on. We 
took him to the emergency department 
pushing for an MRI. After Madox was failing 
some neurological tests, like balance, they 

finally ordered the MRI. That’s when we 
received the devastating news.”

DIPG is a rare form of brain tumor. There 
is no cure for this tumor! 

These tumors are found in an area of the 
brainstem (the lowest, stem-like part of the 
brain) called the pons, which controls many 
of the body’s most vital functions such as 
breathing, blood pressure, and heart rate. 

In Canada, 30 children are diagnosed 
annually with DIPG. Children are usually 
diagnosed between the ages of 5 and 9 years 
old, with a life expectancy of 9 -12 months, 
with very few children living past 2 years.

After a valiant 5-month battle with brain 
cancer, Madox passed away on August 8, 2014.

“We were left angry that there is no 
cure, let alone any kind of treatment for our 
children with DIPG.” stated Marco Suzio and 
so they started a foundation. 

“Our charity’s logo was designed to 
look like Madox. He loved superheroes and 
video games. We thought it was fitting to 
have him idolized in comic form leading us 
on as Warriors. We called ourselves Madox’s 
Warriors as that’s how we feel trying to help 
cure an incurable cancer.” states Suzio about 
how they named their charity. 

The MMI golf tournament does a fund 
raiser for Madox’s Warriors annually. 
They have been a big support for the 
charity from day one. Suzio’s contacts 
in the industry have continued to be 
annual supporters and sponsors for their 
fundraising events. Additionally, some 
companies have gone on to promote 
fundraising internally and then donate 
matching funds annually to the charity.

Madox’s Warriors hosts an annual 
fundraising Kids Dance Party. This year’s 
event is May 15. The charity also encourages 
people to purchase “Childhood Brain 
Cancer” awareness license plates through 
MPI. Watch their social media sites to 
purchase tickets and license plates. The 
charity will be hosting their annual fall 
Superhero Run at Assiniboine Park and 
registrations can be made at The Running 
Room . Information on all their fundraising 
events can be found on their website listed 
below, or by contacting them through social 
media or email.

Instagram: madoxswarriors 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

MadoxsWarriors
website: www.madoxswarriors.com
email: madoxswarriors@gmail.com
With the last word, Suzio says, “We want 

to change DIPG to no longer be associated 
with the terms ‘terminal’ and ‘no treatment’. 
We will keep fundraising as long as we 
can. We want to be a part of the cure to 
honor Madox and all the current and future 
children battling DIPG and see it to the end.”

The MMI has always taken time to celebrate those that design 
with the beautiful product that represents the institute, that is 
“Masonry”. 

The first official MMI Masonry Design Awards took place on 
Friday, April 13, 2007. Since the inception, they have been a time-
honored tradition, with no shortage of great buildings, worthy of 
celebration and distinction.  

“This event is typically held every four years but has been 
delayed by a year due to the recent COVID restrictions on 
large gatherings.” explains Peter Schuster, Director of Business 
Development for the MMI. “As we celebrate the design and 
construction community, we honor them with attire fitting to a 
more formal event.” The Design Awards will be held on Thursday 
October 26, 2023, in the beautiful surroundings of the grand 
ballroom at the Hotel Fort Garry.  Book your calendar now. 

Previous winners include
Ft3 Architects – Commercial Award
Prairie Architects - Educational
LM Architectural Group - Institutional
David Goyer Architects – High Rise
Stantec Consulting – Structural
Cibinal Architects – Single Residential
Architecture 49 - Restoration
Precon Builders - Commercial
Ray Wan Architect – Judges choice
Just to name a few……
Applications for the awards are available online on the new MMI 

website. Submissions are typically done by Engineers, Architects, 
Developers, Designers and General Contractors.  Submissions are 
now being accepted.  Visit our submissions portal as part of our 
newly developed site. Need assistance with the submission? Reach 
out to us at info@manitobamasonry.ca.  We are here to help.

Tickets to this exciting event will be made available in the 
summer 2023 through the Institution as well as our many members 
and supporters.

The event is a chance for our design community to come 
together. Awards Ceremony attendees can expect an evening 

full of Live Entertainment, Live Music, Dancing, Awards with some 
other surprises sprinkled in between. It is a true gathering of the 
Masonry Community to celebrate all the great designers, builders, 
and developers that continue to create the future of this great 
province, as well as maintaining its past.  

 Attendees typically include Engineers, Architects, Designers, 
Developers, General Contractors, Educators, Masons, Suppliers, 
spouses, partners, and friends of the industry. All are welcome.

The MMI is committed to the serving the design community 
as well as fostering the growth of the next generation of local 
designers.  In previous years, the MMI Awards have also had 
Architectural, Engineering and Design Students attend the 
ceremony. It is a great occasion for students to learn about the 
industry that they themselves will be partners within the near 
future.  It is also an opportunity to tap into the vast knowledge and 
experience that this event draws upon from the Masonry industry 
in Manitoba.

For professionals, it is a time to celebrate with their peers, build 
positive relationships within the industry, and have an evening 
out to celebrate the fantastic work that they themselves have 
accomplished over the past four years.

The awards to be presented are the Masonry Design Award for 
the following categories: Commercial, Educational, Institutional, 
High-rise (including residential) and Renovation. There will also be 
an award for Residential Masonry Design that includes Single Unit 
Dwelling and Multiple Unit Dwelling (4 stories and under). There 
are awards for Structural masonry Design, Restoration Masonry 
Design, and Small Commercial (less than 1000 m2). The Presidential 
Masonry Design Award will also be presented at this time. All 
entries are considered for this award and no additional submission 
is required.  

To ensure you don’t miss the Awards submission deadline or the 
Awards Ceremony itself, please visit the MMI website located at 
www.manitobamasonry.ca to keep up to date on what’s happening 
in the Masonry industry in Manitoba. The new website offers 
innumerable benefits, these are even greater when you become a 
member of the Manitoba Masonry Institute (MMI).

2023 mmi masonry design 
aWards opens to suBmissions 

FINDING A CURE FOR DIPG BRAIN 
CANCER – Takes a Warrior
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“Our goal is to make the mixing and use of our products as 
easy as possible for our customers” explains Mike Coghill, Sales 
Representative at Quikrete/Target Products. 

Target Products Limited was incorporated in 1961. It was 
purchased by QUIKRETE® Companies in February of 2008. The 
company employs over two 
hundred people in Canada 
with the corporate sales 
office in Burnaby, BC. A state-
of-the-art production facility 
was built in Abbotsford 
in 2006. Target operates 
plants in Calgary, Morinville, 
Winnipeg and Olympia WA. 
Their other subsidiaries 
include GT Commodities 
(a transportation group) 
and Target Technologies 
Inc. (a synthetic sports field 
division). 

Target Products Ltd. expanded their operations in 2012 
to Manitoba by establishing a plant in Winnipeg, to produce 
cementitious products and provide superior service to their 
customers in this province. 

Cementitious mixes that were primarily sold by lumberyards and 
box stores that served do-it-yourself customers, were Target’s original 
product line. These products achieved Target’s goals by providing 
customers with convenient, quality products for small projects. Over 
the years, they have expanded their product line to include materials 
that meet the needs of the industrial market as well. 

“When we first got into Producing our pre blended mortars, in 
Manitoba it took awhile for it to take off. Customers were hesitant 
because they were already using a product with a well-respected name 
in the industry, SPEC MIX. This too is another subsidiary owned by the 
Quikrete group of Companies. We were unable to produce or sell it in 
Manitoba because the rights are owned by another franchised company 
out of the USA. Once we started manufacturing our pre-blended 
mortars in Winnipeg, we really started to see it turn around and clients 
began using our locally produced product line.” states Coghill, proudly.

He goes on to describe, “Our pre-blended mortar mixes have a 
variety of different uses and are offered in a broad range of colours. 
For all our products, the user only needs to add water. We also make 
products as simple to use as far as instructions and specifically 
geared to the professional, commercial, Industrial and DIy customer. 

Pre-blended mortar also 
provides consistency for each 
bag that is mixed.” 

The pre-blended mortar 
mixes have been used in 
well-known buildings in 
Winnipeg, like the Siloam 
Mission Addition and the 
Peat Moss Plant. It has also 
been used rurally in projects 
like the new Niverville School 
and the Koch Fertilizer Plant 
in Brandon. 

Target not only sells 
pre-blended mortar, but also 

cement, masonry cement, and lime (mineral). Most recently, they have 
developed a pre-blended cement lime mix, that only requires the mason 
to add sand and water. This product will be available through Target in 
the Spring Construction Season of 2022. This product, which is made 
specifically for masonry contractors, will help to make the lives of 
masons and masonry contractors a little easier and more efficient.

“Our masonry division also sells large bags of masonry mortar. 
Regular size bags are only about 80 pounds, but our large bags 
are 1360 kg for large projects like apartment buildings and condo 
buildings. Target can also provide a silo, in which the Mason can add 
their mixer underneath it, so the masons can mix their mortar and 
be ready to go.” specifies Coghill.  

The pre-blended mixes can also be used for filling in the cores 
of concrete blocks. Since the preblend uses water and comes with 
instructions, it helps Target customers minimize labour costs and 
waste materials. In fact, this product alone has kept twenty million 
bags out of the landfill annually in North America. 

For more information on Target Products, visit their website at 
https://www.targetproducts.com/masonry/ .

Murray Isaac was born on November 20, 1950. He was a Winnipeg 
boy, born and raised. Murray was the oldest son of Margaret and 
Robert Isaac. 

He met his sweetheart Carol in high school, and they were 
married at Lake of the Woods in 1974.

As an outdoorsman, Murray loved nature and wildlife. Lake of 
the Woods was a special place to him and Carol, and he would spend 
his free time hiking, skiing in the mountains, duck hunting, fishing, 
sailing, or just cruising the water.

Next to the outdoors, Murray loved his family and friends. His 
nieces and nephews were especially important to him. The seat 
next to him at the dinner table was in great demand, as he would 
share life stories, teachable moments, and boundless curiosity with 
whichever niece or nephew was the lucky one to get the seat next 
to him. They have fond memories of Murray teaching them to fish, 
row, paddle, and drive a motorboat. He offered them supportive 
guidance as they faced their career and life challenges.

Murray carried this attitude of mentorship and teachable 
moments throughout both his personal and his business life.

After university, he worked for Standard General and associated 
companies.

As a geologist with training in Geo-morphology, he spent his 
entire life in the masonry manufacturing industry. When Murray 
started his own business, he purchased Genstar Materials from 
his former employer. At that time, Genstar was selling off all its 
structural segments of the business. However, the sale did not 
include the name, and so Murray’s business became BA Materials and 
later became Tallcrete.

In approximately 1988, Murray and his two partners, Bruce Clark 
of Edmonton and Bill Coates of Calgary founded CCI Industries (CCI 
being the partners three initials). Which later became CCI Tallcrete. 
In 2009, Expocrete purchased CCI Tallcrete. As a result, Murray left a 
deep footprint in the masonry industry. 

It was 1986 when Jeffrey Dolovich first met Murray through his 
cousin who was taking an MBA course with him. Murray was looking 
for a sales engineer. 

“My cousin called me about the posting, and I called Murray 
about the job. I explained that I was interested in the job and that 
I had heard about it through my cousin who was taking a course 
with him. All Murray said was, ‘How did you get my number? you’ll 
have to talk to my personnel manager.’ So, I immediately reached 
out to Murray’s personnel manager.  Six interviews later…the rest as 
they say, is history.” explains Jeffrey Dolovich, Vice President of Gillis 
Quarries, and Murray’s protege and long-time friend.

Dolovich worked for Murray Isaac for 10 years, from 1986 to 1996.
He recalls his time working for Murray fondly and remembers 

this story which defines Murray’s unique character, “My favorite 

memory is one of my first. I was 23 years old.  I had just finished 
my very first lunch and learn presentation to a large architectural 
firm.  Murray had accompanied me for moral support as he knew I 
was nervous. I was carrying the leftover sandwiches from our lunch, 
and it happened to be a rather blustery day. Unannounced, a gust 
of wind swept away the tray of sandwiches and mercilessly hurled 
it against the picture window separating Murray and me from the 
architects to which we had just presented.  Mayo and mustard were 
splattered all over the sidewalk and streaming down the window. 
I, of course horrified, was waiting for the hammer to drop and 
expecting to hear ‘Kid, you’re fired.’  Well, at that moment, a gentle, 
dignified Murray without hesitation and as calm as one could be, 
knelt down in his suit pants, grabbed a few napkins, and proceeded 
to wipe the sidewalk. ‘Well Jeffrey’, he said with a playful smile on his 
face, ‘I guess we’ll leave the food from now on.’  All I could thing was 
Murray was such a kind man.”

Murray was a role model to all.  He always took time to teach 
when a teachable moment arose.   He taught Dolovich and other 
young masonry industry leaders about business.    

Dolovich says, even more importantly, “He taught me about 
people and life.   My approach to managing people today was first 
developed by experiencing Murray.”  

Murray was extremely intelligent and capable and was never 
afraid to get his hands dirty.

“For so long Murray would constantly come up with wonderfully 
innovative ideas. Inevitably, the next day he would follow up saying, 
‘Let’s run with that idea that Jeffrey had… that Al had… that anyone 
other than Murray had.’   Finally, after approximately five years, 
when I felt I knew Murray well enough, I asked, ‘Murray, how come 
you always give credit to others for your ideas? We all know they 
are your ideas because we are all in the room when you come up 
with them.’  I’ll never forget his response, as long as I live. Murray, 
once again with a gentle playful smile of an old soul shared, ‘Jeffrey, 
does it really matter whose idea it is?’” describes Dolovich, smiling in 
remembrance. 

“He wanted to empower to a fault, and he wanted people to feel 
important. That’s how you retain employees.” he points out. 

Then he goes on to say, “Murray empowered, respected, and 
recognized all those who worked for him. We all felt valued. I can 
only hope that my employees feel the same way.”

Murray also had a wonderful sense of humour. Dolovich shared 
this little anecdote that occurred during one of his six interviews 
with Murray, “In one of my interviews, Murray asked me, ‘What do 
you do if the architect doesn’t want to talk to you?’, I responded 
with, ‘I don’t know.’ And Murray was happy to help me out and said, 
‘Buy him lunch, everyone has to eat!”

Then there was another time when Dolovich had his third child. 
Murray said, “I’ll support those three, if you have a 4th, you are on 
your own.”

In 1994, he was diagnosed with Parkinson and Multiple Sclerosis. 
He faced his condition with courage and determination that were an 
inspiration to his family and friends. Because of his illness, Murray 
left Tallcrete, and he and Carol moved to Richmond, BC in 1995. He 
worked for another 5 years in BC before retiring. 

Murray made some valuable contributions to the Masonry 
Industry in Manitoba, that were highlights in his career. He was 
instrumental in the buyout of Genstar and was responsible for 
securing the national account with Home Depot for the Allan Block 
Retaining System. 

The final word in celebration of Murray’s life goes to Jeffrey 
Dolovich, “Murray was the kindest of men and was respected by 
absolutely everyone in the construction industry which is unheard 
of.  He was a brilliant businessman always conducting his affairs 
with integrity and an unwavering sense of fairness.  Murray listened 
and cared far more about us than himself.   He was a diplomat and a 
gentleman.   He provided opportunities for learning and growth and 
was a real mentor.  He led by example!”

target products ltd. mentoring and Building, 
a life rememBered
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Wayne Alsip started working in the family business in the early 1960s. He was the fourth 
generation of the Alsip family to run Alsip’s Industrial Products Ltd (named at its inception), 
and currently known at Alsip’s Building Products and Services.
“Alsip’s actually had its beginnings in Winnipeg in the late 1800’s but was officially 
incorporated on November 20, 1905, as Alsip’s Brick, Tile and Lumber Company” explains 
Wayne Alsip.
Alsip’s has been a vital component of the building of Winnipeg’s infrastructure during its 
rich history with its roots buried deep in Winnipeg soil for over 117 years. The company’s 
founder was William Alsip, who was originally from Chicago, Illinois. 
The company was then handed down to his son, William Pitt Alsip. William Pitt built an all-
brick house, which still stands at 25 Harvard Street in the Crescentwood area of Winnipeg. 
Next, Elmer Lee, William Pitt’s son, led the company and in turn passed it down to Frank, his 
son. 
When Frank retired, Wayne took over the reins of the organization in 1986. Wayne joined 
the family business after the company had transitioned from a brick making company 
to a brick distributing company. He was instrumental in introducing non-traditional as 
well as new masonry facades to the Manitoba and Western Canada marketplace. He 
introduced masonry veneer to Manitoba, another option for the masonry industry. As a 
brick distributor, he visited brick manufacturers in the Midwest of the USA, and sourced 
brick colours that had not previously been available in Manitoba and brought them to 
Western Canada. This provided Alsip’s with more options and flexibility, which they in turn 
passed on to their customers. It was during his leadership that Alsip’s began working with 
specification writers and architectural firms to provide quality products that are embraced 
by the masonry companies who ultimately install the materials. Wayne recognizing the 
importance of working with his competitors on common challenges and became a part of 
the MMI and remained active until his retirement. 
Vital to their sustainability, the company recognized the importance of the ability to 
evaluate market trends and change with the times.
“That’s why we got out of manufacturing bricks and into being a distributor back in 1959. 
It was obvious that at that point in time, we had to change to survive. We’ve always looked 
for the best products to enhance what we do, both back then and today.” explains Wayne 
in an interview on the 100th anniversary of the company. 
He goes on to say, “I’m very proud of what we’ve done. Manitoba has been so good to us. 
My sons are going to carry on the business, and they have sons of their own. The future 
looks good, from what I can see.”
“Back then, everything used to be done on handshakes. That’s all we required, integrity was 
present with my father and his father and so on, right from the start. I guess you could say 
that’s the foundation of our business, and why we’re still around today.” recalls Wayne.
But things are very different today, “Handshake deals have been replaced with various 
contracts depending on the scope of each project. Alsips is fortunate that most of its 
commercial customers are long term friends in the business and contracts are merely 
a step-in process of doing good business today.”, explains Jason Alsip, one of Wayne’s 
sons and one of the current Presidents of the company. “Today, there is a whole book 
of sign offs for safety. Within our organization, we focus on keeping our people and our 
customers safe. We offer new wave products, pay attention to sourcing new products and 
always being aware of the human rights and environmental issues involved in where we 
source our products from.
Even though Wayne has retired from the company, the basis of his ideals and those of 
previous generations, are still reflected in the company, as is displayed by their founding 
principals. Their vision is to have a healthy team. They want to enhance their customer’s 
lives states their mission. Finally, the company’s values are based upon relationships, team, 
and integrity. These guiding principals will guide the processes of future generations of 
Alsips. “Where you’re treated like family”

“C” is for Concrete masonry unit (CMU). A CMU is a masonry block or brick unit made from cementitious materials, water, and aggregates, 
with or without other materials, with dimensions and properties in accordance with the requirements of the CSA A165 Series. “The block 
itself can be solid or have cores and is available in a variety of shapes, colours, textures, and strengths.” explains Lee Hotas, Key Account 
Manager for Manitoba, and Northwest Ontario for Expocrete and an expert in CMUs and their usage. 

Wayne alsip – continuing to 
Build on the family Business

aBc’s of masonry

ThE LIGhTER SIDE OF MASONRy
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The Manitoba Masonry Institute has proudly launched a new 
website www.manitobamasonry.ca . 

“We want our readers to have a unique Manitoba experience 
when they visit our new website.” explains Peter Schuster, Director 
of Business Development for the MMI, “The new website will offer a 
host of new and updated information, as well as a visual journey in 
all thing’s masonry in this great province.”

The goal of the site is to have a unique Manitoba experience, 
when viewing the platform.  The user will experience buildings 
and structures that are both new and familiar to them, as well 
as pay homage to the past, with our long history of masonry in 
the province. These make up the many celebrated and cherished 
structures that we all know and love.

The user is encouraged to take some time and explore through 
our inspirational gallery of photos. The ideas may help you on 
your next project or inspire you in the creation of a new project. 
There are many examples of the extraordinary work and quality 
craftsmanship that the MMI members have achieved. 

Upon visiting the website, you will have the opportunity to 
download the latest edition of “On Point” Magazine, the MMI’s 
magazine that explores all things masonry and provides “Masonry 
for Todays Design Professional. The website will also allow visitors 
to access, via download, the magazine’s collection of past editions, 
as well as the MMI’s previous publication “The Trowler”. All available 
publications are filled with information and articles relevant to 
modern masonry design. 

There are also a lot of new key items that have been added 
to the website. These include a wide assortment of technical 
information, such as downloadable common construction details 

and sample specifications documents for use in your next project. 
Links to popular Design manuals and masonry design software 
are also available. The website also provides information on Fire/
Life Safety, Sound Attenuation (STC graphs), Tech Notes, Durability, 
Sustainability, and Energy Efficiency.

Visitors to the website can contact member masons and 
suppliers through the “Find a Mason/Supplier” quick link buttons 
that are predominantly located throughout the sections of the 
site. These links will provide easy access to directly contact member 
masons and suppliers, to respond to all your masonry needs 
and questions. Visitors will also be able to contact MMI staff and 
executive through the website. 

The MMI is also proud of its ongoing research initiatives that 
provide truthful, valued, and trusted data and information to 
today’s designers and researchers. When visiting the site, look 
at the many MMI partnerships in research and details of these 
interesting collaborations. 

Please view the website, but also join the institute to reap the 
full benefits of membership in the MMI. Those wishing to join the 
institute can do so through an online application portal on the 
website. Additional information about the many benefits of joining 
the MMI can be found on the website. 

Manitobamasonry.ca is not only your local source for highlights 
and information about the great work being in our province, but it 
also delivers one of the many tools we offer to the public we serve. 
We are here to help and are always a click (info@manitobamasonry.
ca) or call away.   Keep in contact with us at your convenience and 
you are always encouraged to visit the site often to view what is 
new and current within our industry.

mmi LauncHes tHeir neW Website
knoWledge • support • aWareness • solutions • inspirtation
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Halo Interra offers a high-performance 
GPS core that is laminated on both sides 
with a reflective film.

CHANGING THE WAY YOU  
THINK ABOUT INSULATION
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Toll Free: 877-789-7622
Fax: 204-633-2000
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THE PERFECTLY DESIGNED 
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FOR CMU WALLS

BUILT-IN VAPOR BARRIER 
Eliminates the need for poly.

REFLECTIVE 
Can reflect heat back into the home 
or building (dead air space required)

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
Continuous GPS insulation creates 
a thermal break and eliminates the 
energy loss from thermal bridging in 
the wall assembly.

NO THERMAL BARRIER NEEDED 
Interra Plus® is now regionally 
available and is specially formulated 
to not require a thermal or ignition 
barrier (in the USA only) when 
installed on any interior wall surface.
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Using Owens Corning® EcoTouch® PINK® FIBERGLAS® Insulation, FOAMULAR® Rigid Foam 
Insulation and Thermafiber® Mineral Wool Insulation helps provide a durable, energy efficient building 

enclosure. Look to Owens Corning products for energy efficient, acoustically sound and cost 
efficient solutions in institutional, commercial and industrial buildings.

To learn more contact our Owens Corning Building Science Experts 
at www.specowenscorning.ca/contacttech
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Black Acoustic
Blanket or Board

CAVITY
EcoTouch® PINK® 
FIBERGLAS® Insulation

EcoTouch® QUIETZONE® 
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FOAMULAR® 350 
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THERMAFIBER® 
RainBarrier® 45

FOAMULAR® 
CodeBord®/C-200 
Extruded Polystyrene 
Rigid Insulation

UNDER SLAB
FOAMULAR® 400/600/1000
High Density Extruded
Polystyrene Rigid Insulation

PERIMETER FOUNDATION WALLS
FOAMULAR® C-300 
Extruded Polystyrene 
Rigid Insulation

The colour PINK is a registered trademark of Owens Corning. 
The colour GOLD is a trademark owned by or licensed to 
Georgia-Pacific Gypsum LLC and used with permission.

GREENGUARD Certified products are certified to GREENGUARD standards for low chemical 
emissions into indoor air during product usage. For more information, visit ul.com/gg. 
UL Environment claim validations lend third-party credibility to single-attribute environmental 
claims. *73% recycled content is based on the average recycled glass content in all Owens 
Corning fiberglass batts, rolls and unbonded loosefill insulation manufactured in Canada. 
THE PINK PANTHER™ & ©1964-2020 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
The colour PINK is a registered trademark of Owens Corning. © 2020 Owens Corning. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF INSULATION
ON THE ROAD TO NET ZERO.

Owens Corning’s Sustainable Building Enclosures For a Better Tomorrow.
TotalSHIELD™ Commercial Enclosures.

20 | FOAMULAR® XPS Insulation73 | PINK® FIBERGLAS® Insulation

WESTERN CANADA 
Luis Faria, B.Eng, PMP, CMgr MCMI

Technical Sales Manager, 
Western Canada

luis.faria@owenscorning.com
1.833.258.5299

ONTARIO
Ernie Lee, P. Eng

Technical Sales Manager, Ontario
ernie.lee@owenscorning.com

1.833.670.0208

QUEBEC & ATLANTIC CANADA
Salvatore Ciarlo, P.Eng

Architectural Solutions &
Technical Services Manager, Canada
salvatore.ciarlo@owenscorning.com

1.800.504.8294
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