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The top floor of the administration 
building at Red River College has a real 
friend of the masonry industry. 
Jeff Zabudsky, 44 year old president of 
RRC is the son of a mason and a 
frequent visitor to the masonry 
workshop. 

One of those visits, a “must see”, took 
place last December when Jeff’s father 
spent Christmas in Winnipeg with his son 
and family. 
Jeff’s father was a GM worker in Oshawa 
when after 16 years as an assembly line 
worker, decided to move with his children 
to Northern Ontario where he finally 
settled in Eagleheart and started his own 
masonry business, a trade he had 
learned from his father and uncles. 
During the summers Jeff worked for his 
father and learned some of tasks of  the 
masonry trade although he never 
become an apprentice.or actually laid 
bricks, block or fieldstone.  
Jeff left for Toronto where he enrolled in 
journalism at Ryerson graduating in 1986 
with a BA in Applied Arts. 
 
(Con’t Page 2) 

Room at the Top Advantage, Masonry 
As a structural engineer, Dan 
Wolfrom is a strong advocate of 
using masonry in construction. 
“Personally,” he states, “I like its 
longevity; I disagree with disposable 
construction.” 
Winnipeg architect Andrew Wach in 
comparing masonry to wood 
“masonry is a given. In the long run, 
masonry will save money and risk 
insurance.” 
There is no dispute amongst these 
two Winnipeg professionals masonry 
offers many advantages in the 
design and construction of buildings.  
Masonry  offers the benefits of 
moisture resistance, fireproofing, 
impact resistance, sound absorption, 
high thermal mass and structurally 
sound material. 
Both men acknowledge masonry 
may be a more expensive method of 
construction. However, Mr. Wach 
does think an analysis of all the cost 
factors should be taken into 
consideration. When you  account 
for the speed of construction, one 
floor a week using masonry and pre-
cast hollow core concrete and all of 
the fire ratings and reduced 
insurance costs, masonry can be 
very competitive.  
Mr. Wolfrom realizes cost is a big 
factor today in determining whether 
buildings up to three floors utilize 
wood or masonry, but he says due 
consideration in the future must be 
given to the increasing importance of 
‘Green” and LEEDS. Masonry is 
basically a local product while wood 
must be transported mostly from 
British Columbia and freight costs 
are a consideration. 
Much of the attention in the 
Winnipeg area has been given to the 
construction of condominiums.  

Red River College president Jeff Zabudsky along 
with masonry instructor, Brian Gephardt, watch 
Valerian Stripling, a second year apprentice work 
on a project in RRC’s masonry workshop. 

Mr. Wolfrom says the issue of 
wood or masonry is limited to 
buildings of up to four floors. 
Any building over four floors 
needs precast concrete and 
masonry construction. or any 
other system except for wood. 
However, with precast concrete 
and masonry design, Mr. Wach 
says little or no  secondary 
work is required to the layout 
needs such as electricity and 
plumbing. This type of 
construction only requires two 
trades for installation and 
already provides the load 
bearing walls and hallways and 
controls sound separation 
better than wood frame 
construction with drywall.   
 

(Dan Wolfrom in his office on Wardlaw 
Avenue.) 
 
Masonry provides a “better” 
building says Mr. Wolfrom. 
While the foundation has to 
provide for a heavier load, fire, 
sound and longevity factors are 
simply easier to design with 
masonry and pre-cast 
concrete, You have ‘to really 
work at it in wood.” But 
masonry gives you a better 
building and longer lasting 
structure.  
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It gives me great pleasure to be 
able to report to you as president 
of the Manitoba Masonry Institute.  
I pledge to work hard for you on 
behalf of the MMI and to continue 
on with the great work done by 
past president Neil Ingram. 
Thank you to the members of the 
MMI executive, both past and 
new members. I look forward to 
working with you during my term.  
My goals as president of the MMI 
are to keep the MMI’s mission 
current and relevant. I will 
endeavour to do this by working 
closely wi th the var ious 
committees, who together will 
create new initiatives as we grow 
as an organization. 

Pre-employment 
One of the options being pursued by Red River College president, Jeff 
Zabudsky, is to revisit the whole issue of a Pre-employment program. This was 
an option a number of years ago for incoming students at Red River, but was 
cancelled before his arrival. 
Apprenticeship, Mr. Zabudsky said, is always an on-going program combining 
the college’s program and the needs of industry. There are some issues with 
industry and admission must be addressed, but it would be worthwhile to 
institute a five month pre-employment program. 
Another concern Mr. Zabudsky would like to address is expanding the existing 
masonry program that might include related trades such as tiling, stuccoing and 
cement finishing 

Room at the Top (con’t) President’s Message 

Murray Alston, MMI president and editor 
of The Troweller 

Karl Heymann and Neil Ingram (MMI past-
president) work with Murray Alston on the 
Education Committee to publish The 
Troweller 

Jeff’s first permanent job was with 
radio station CJRT FM in Toronto. He 
started there as a jazz disc jockey but 
moved into public affairs with the 
station and moved to the educational 
side of the radio station with their 
“Open College” distance education 
work. 
In March of 1995 he moved to Nova 
Scotia Agricultural College 
specializing in Distance Education. 
Three years later he became the 
Dean of Technology at the Northern 
Alberta Technical College in 
Edmonton and then was vice-
president, academic in Sault 
Ste.Marie. 
It was four years ago he secured the 
presidency of Red River. Why 
Winnipeg? he was asked. “I decided 
to go for the brass ring. Red River is 
one of the top 20 of the 150 
community colleges in Canada.” 
His is a five-year mandate and after 
three and a half years here, he and 
his family are really enjoying 
Winnipeg.  
Jeff is committed to raising the profile 
and marketing the college. He realizes 
the president is the face of the college 
in the community and he has become 
active in such organizations as the 
Manitoba Chamber of Commerce, the 
United Way and Winnipeg Harvest. 
Under his leadership, as examples,  
Red River has embarked on a $17 
million heavy duty workshop, 
expansion of the automotive program, 
a capital campaign for the Princess 
St. facility and an annual alumni 
dinner. By his own admission, Jeff 
Zabudsky is ‘driven”. “I am motivated 
to succeed”, he states, “that is my 
commitment to my father and my 
three kids.” Along the way he has 
gained a master’s degree in Distance 
Education and a doctorate in the 
Education of Administration. The last 
degree was a promise he made to his 
dying grandfather. His wife. Leanne, 
was a social worker who along her 
path graduated with a law degree. 
This is a man who firmly believes 
“opportunities are boundless”. but who 
still is grounded in his background. “I 
always stop in the masonry 
workshop.” 

Promotion and education will be 
the cornerstones of my agenda and 
I will also work to make the MMI 
more visible in the construction 
community and the community at 
large. 
The Manitoba masonry industry is 
looking forward to another busy 
year in 2008. We have seen 
unprecedented growth in both the 
commercial and residential sectors. 
As with all construction trades, the 
masonry industry is being faced 
with a shortage of skilled workers, 
but is rising to the challenge by 
sending new apprentices through 
our bricklaying training program at 
Red River College. As reported by 
Brian Gebhardt, the masonry 
instructor at RRC, we have the 
largest class of level one masonry 
apprentices since he began at 
RRC 20 years ago. 
As well, Manitoba bricklayers 
continue to show their excellence 
in training and skills, by once again 
winning gold at the 2007 Skills 
Canada competition. 
The MMI extends our best wishes 
to the organizers and participants 
of this year’s provincial and Skills 
Canada competitions. 
Thanks you again for this 
opportunity and I look forward to 
the challenges ahead in the coming 
year. 
Murray Alston 

MMI Executive 
President Murray Alston 
Past Pres. Neil Ingram 
1st VP  Harry Laarveld 
2nd VP  Jeffrey Dolovich 
3rd VP  Mark Laarveld 
Treasurer Ralph Kendall 
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Cambrian Credit Union, Henderson and Springfield; 
Friesen Toker Architects, K.C. Masonry 

Excelsior condos, Waterfront Drive; 
David Goyer Architect; Alpha Masonry 

BMO, Pembina Highway; MCM Architects; 
Gebhardt Masonry 

COSTCO, McGillivray and Kennaston Common, 
Mulvanny G2 Architecture, WA; B&F Masonry 

Fairway Woods Condo, Snow Street; David Goyer 
Architect; Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd. 

Regent Avenue Fire and Paramedics Hall #21, Regent 
Avenue; City of Winnipeg; G.K.W. Construction. 
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Lindenwoods Terrace Condo, 490 Lindenwood Dr. E.; 
Raymond S. C. Wan Architects; Euro-Can Ent. Ltd. 

Chamois Car Wash, St. James Avenue. 
Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd.  

Showcasing Masonry Construction in Manitoba 
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2006 Manitoba Masonry Award 
Dinner

Inn at The Forks

April 13 ,2007

 

The Award Winners 
2006 
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Architectural Masonry Design General Category 
Award of Excellence 

Winnipeg Adult Education Centre 
 
Penner Prins Architects  
 
Winnipeg School Division 
 
Roma Masonry 

Residential Home 
 
Stantec Architecture Ltd. 
 
Bubes and Blumenthal 
 
Bill Sutherland Masonry 

Architectural Masonry Design Residential Category 
Award of Excellence 

Artistic Use of Masonry As An Art Form Category 
Award of Merit 

Heritage Masonry Design Category 
Award of Excellence 

Chemawawin Cree Nation School 
 
Number Ten Architectural Group 
 
Chemawawin Cree Nation, 
Easterville, MB 
 
Roma Masonry 

Wesley Hall Stone Reconstructon 
 
Corbett Cibinel Architect 
 
University of Winnipeg 
 
Alpha Masonry Ltd. 

Legacy Award Category 
Award of Excellence 

St. John Brebeuf Parish Church 
 
LM Architectural Group 
 
St. John Brebeuf Community 
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Just think of the lasting historic sites 
in the world and here in Manitoba—
from the Greek Parthenon to the 
Forum in Rome, from the pyramids 
in Egypt to the Mayan temples from 
gothic churches in England and 
France to downtown Winnipeg, from 
our Manitoba legislature to the 
majority of Buildings in the 
Exchange district—and what do you 
have?—masonry. 
However long-lasting masonry 
appears to be, technology does 
advance construction and masonry 
has also kept pace with advances in 
approaches to how a building 
should be erected. 
John Straube, a professor in the 
faculties of structural engineering 
and architecture at the University of 
Waterloo has listed some of the 
advantages of masonry and how 
technology is advancing solutions.  
The advantages of masonry walls 
include moisture-resistance, 
fireproof, impact-resistant, sound 
absorbing high thermal mass and 
structurally sound material. 
Masonry, if not designed properly, 
can be sensitive to freeze-thaw 
damage. 

Prof. Straube states the first 
consideration should be the structural 
scheme. In the past the most 
common masonry walls were solid. 
Today’s options can call for veneer, 
composite or cavity walls 
Masonry cavity walls have superior 
rain control characteristics and can 
be easily designed to provide one of 
the most desirable high performance 
enclosure.Both cavity and veneer 
systems contain an air space. Cavity 
walls are designed to share the 
lateral loads between exterior and 
interior walls using stiff metal ties. 
Veneer walls use a non-load bearing 
exterior masonry wythe as cladding, 
laterally supported by some sort of 
structural backup. With veneer it is 
important to avoid vertical load and 
its ties should be adjustable for 
construction tolerances. 
The thermal mass of insulated 
masonry provides improved comfort 
and reduced energy consumption in 
both winter and summer. As with 
other types of walls, a significant 
amount of insulation should be 
placed in the cavity outside of the 
inner wythe or framing. 
An air barrier is important for all 
enclosed systems including masonry. 
Masonry  requires flexible 
membranes at movement joints and 
vents need to be installed top and 
bottom of masonry walls. 

Veneer and cavity walls need 
proper rain penetration control. 
This can be achieved by 
appropriate use of overhangs and 
by directing and controlling water 
flow on the surface using drops and 
proper window sills.It is also 
important to ensure unobstructed 
drainage and good flashing. 
 
As Prof. Straube concludes: 
Masonry walls are among the most 
durable, attractive and high 
performance systems available, but 
require care and attention to 
specification and detailing...(consult 
CMHC Best Practise Guides for 
Masonry). 

A graphic photograph of the 
fire barrier wall protection 
provided by masonry 
construction. Early in the 
winter of 2008 a retail 
complex at the corner of 
Jefferson and Sinclair in 
Garden City was gutted by 
fire. A convenience store at 
the corner of the two streets, 
protected by a masonry fire 
wall, was untouched and 
remained open for business. 

$1000 Grant 
The Apprenticeship Incentive Grant 
of the fedeal government provides 
a $1000 grant to registered 
apprentices once they have 
completed their first or second year 
(or equivalent) apprenticeship 
program in one of the Red Seal 
trades, of which masonry is one. 
Call 1-866-742-3644/TTY 1-866-
909-9757; click service canada.ca ; 
or visit a Service Canada Centre 
for more information. 
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Updating the Technology of Masonry  
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Manitoba Captures Gold, Again 
Matthew Kroeker, a graduate of the Red River College Masonry Apprenticeship 
program led Manitoba in 2007 to an amazing 6th gold in the last eight years at the 
Skills Canada competition. Mr. Kroeker  worked at Ed Lowen Masonry and 
Keystone Masonry during his apprenticeship. Manitoba has also won one silver and 
one bronze in this time period. 
Brian Gephardt, masonry instructor at Red River reports this year there are 14 
people in the first year, 12 in second year and 11 in the third year of the 
apprenticeship program’ 

Masonry website addresses 
Alpha Masonry   www.alphamasonry.com 
Alsip’s Industrial Products Ltd.   www.alsips.com 
CCI Tallcrete   www.cci-industries.com 
Euro-can Enterprises Ltd.   www.euro-can.com 
Gillis Quarries    www.tyndallstone.com 
I-XL Masonry Supplies    www.ixlmasonry.com 
Brick Industry Association   www. brickinfo.org 
Canada Masonry Contractors Assoc     
 www.canadamasonrycentre.com 
Canadian Construction Industry   www.cci.industries.com 
Canadian Standards Association  www.csa.ca 
International Masonry Institute   www.imiweb.org 
Manitoba Masonry Institute  www.manitobamasonry.ca 
Masonry Canada   www.masonrycanada.ca 
National Concrete Masonry Assoc (US)  www.ncma.org 
The Masonry Society   www.masonrysociety.org 

       The Troweller is a publication of the Manitoba Masonry Institute. 
 Suppliers   Address     Phone  Fax  
 Alsip’s Industrial Products Ltd 1 Cole Avenue Winnipeg MB  667-3330 668-7581 
 Brock White   450 Sheppard Street Winnipeg MB  694-3600 694-0800 
 CCI Tallcrete    1436 Chevrier Avenue Winnipeg MB 453-8335 453-5205  
 Gillis Quarries Ltd.  2895 Wenzel Street Winnipeg MB  222-8319 222-7849 
 I-XL Masonry Supplies Ltd  717 Lagomodiere Blvd Winnipeg MB 284-1773 477-0773 
 Contractors 
 Alpha Masonry Ltd.  101-1355 Erin Street Winnipeg MB  775-4198 772-2236 
 A. M. Masonry Ltd.  74 Sandpoint Bay Winnipeg MB  222-7844 222-7810 
 B & F Masonry Ltd.  200-698 Corydon Avenue Winnipeg MB 475-2094 452-5859 
 Blerot Masonry Ltd.  1611 Forbes Road Winnipeg MB  256-6033 255-2755 
 C. D. Renew Masonry  53043 Mun39E Winnipeg MB  997-7899 
 Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd.  104-1827 Hekla Avenue Winnipeg MB 633-4117 694-7505 
 Gebhardt Masonry  352 Aldine Street Winnipeg MB  831-5663 831-5663 
 GKW Construction Inc.  54 St. Paul Blvd West St. Paul MB  633-7000 694-5042 
 Gracom Masonry   290 Hodsman Road Regina SK  (306) 721-0277 (306) 721-0047 
 K. C. Masonry   4244 Rebeck East St. Paul MB  222-3974 222-3974 
 RHI Canada Ltd.   865 King Edward Street Winnipeg MB 772-2406 783-7722 
 Roma Masonry Ltd.  1771-F Ness Street Winnipeg MB  832-9405 837-5439 
 Tri-Star Masonry   42 Merit Crescent Winnipeg MB  334-2446 334-2586 
 Associates 
 Barkman Concrete  909 Gateway Road Winnipeg MB  667-3310 663-4854 
 Bricklayers and Mason’s Union 81-1680 Dublin Winnipeg MB  694-0135 694-0135 
 Centennial Wire Products  6 Otter Winnipeg MB   287-8283 284-2601 
 Dow Chemicals Canada Inc. Suite 700-776 Corydon Avenue Winnipeg MB 949-3808 989-3805 
 Fero Corporation   15305-117th Avenue Edmonton AB  (780) 455-5098 (780) 452-5969 
 Johnson Construction Materials 542 Plinguet Street Winnipeg MB  233-4107 233-1474 
 Kachurs Sand & Gravel Ltd 23056 PR213 Springfield MB  224-3384 224-2395 
 Lafarge Canada Inc—Cement Group 2395 McGillivray Blvd Winnipeg MB 958-6677 233-5644 
 Rental Experts   715 Pembina Hwy Winnipeg MB  261-9600 261-5005 
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