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From Hong Kong to Gretna to 
Winnipeg to “Times Square”—
this is part of the saga of a 
‘driven’ architect who is 
considered within the 
industry to be a great friend of 
masonry. 
“I attempt to use masonry 
wherever I can,” says Ray Wan, 
a 45-year old Winnipeg 
architect. “A masonry wall 
system outperforms other 
forms in durability for the life 
span of a building.  There is a 
stable look about masonry 
and it provides great flexibility 
in texture, colour and scale.” 
Mr. Wan uses masonry for the 
interiors of a building as well. 
Asked for an example, he cites 
his own office. “I try to relate 
the exterior to the interior 
whenever I can,” he says. 
Mr. Wan is driven as well by 
his passion to work for the 
community in which he lives 
and was awarded the Golden 
Dragon Citizen of the Year 
Award he shared with former 
federal MP Reg Alcock in 
November, 2005. The Chinese 
community through the 
Golden Dragons recognizes 
one of its own and a non-
Chinese annually, 2005 being 
the 10th year of the award.  

In addition to his work as an 
architect for 20 years, Mr. Wan is 
a founding member of the 
Chinese Community Foundation 
which raises money under the 
auspices of The Winnipeg 
Foundation. He has also been 
involved in the Chinese Cultural 
Centre and the Winnipeg China 
Downtown Association, along 
with being a founding member 
of the Toe Chew Chinese 
Organization which assists 
people coming to Winnipeg 
from his ancestral home in 
China.  
Mr. Wan was born and raised in 

Hong Kong in a very 
traditional Chinese family. At 
age 15 he was sent to Gretna, 
Manitoba for his high school 
education.  
Why Gretna? His father 
wanted him to learn English 
and return to Hong Kong to 
take part in the family’s 
importing business. The 
Mennonite High School in 
southeastern Manitoba was 
the first school mentioned in a  
list of foreign schools that his 
father consulted.  
Those were three long years 
being thrown into a 
c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t 
environment. He strove to 
learn English as spoken here 
in Canada and used sports to 
break down the barriers. “I 
was able to mingle because I 
played soccer, basketball and 
track,” he explains. 
Then he was directed by his 
father to take studies at the 
University of Manitoba. He 
chose architecture because he 
had always like drawing. 
Today, he considers himself 
and his wife, Connie, to be  
much less traditional in a 
cultural sense. (Con’t page 2)   
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THE FUTURE 

IS GREEN 

BUILDINGS 
Masonry is an 
integral part of 
the green-building 
movement  which 
while still in its 
infancy, is shown 
in a recent study 
to be the wave of 
the future.  
Green buildings, in 
the 2005 study by 
the Real Property 
Association of Canada 
(RealPac) focuses 
on structures 
which reduce the 
impact of the 
environment and 
social systems that 
surround them by 
consuming fewer 
resources, produce  
less waste and  air 
emissions and cause 
fewer distrubances 
to site ecology. 
(con’t  page 2) 
 

Ray Wan stands beside his 
architectural design of the 
Can-West Global “Times 
Square” to be built at Portage 
and Main—completion date in 
the fall of 2007. 

Identify the brick pattern illustrated to the left and win a framed limited edition print of Woodland 
Aboriginal art provided by The Wah-sa Gallery. Be the first to e-mail Neil Ingram (ningram@cci-
industries.com with both names of this brick work. According to Brian Gebhardt, masonry instructor at 
Red River College, it has been used in buildings here in Winnipeg and adorns part of a wall in the 
masonry classroom at Red River College. 
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This site will provide links to various 
other websites in the masonry 
industry : contractors associations, 
technical and product  informaton 
and national associations news and 
events. This web site will also allow 
the MMI to make The Troweller 
available online. 
On behalf of the MMI I would like to 
thank you for taking the time to 
review our publication. If you have 
any questions or comments, would 
you please take the time to contact 
us: 
Neil Ingram, president MMI. 
(ningram@cci-industries.com) 

Architects Association (MAA) will be 
conducting a Masonry Design Award 
Competition in early 2007. The 
groundwork is underway and the 
competition is set to be rolled out in 
the fall of this year with closing dates 
sometime early in 2007. The awards 
will be presented at the MAA annual 
meeting in the spring of 2007. 
The MMI is also in the process of 
setting up a website anticipated to be 
up and running by June 2006. The 
address will be: www.manitobamasonry.ca. 
Please email me if you wish to receive 
The Troweller electronically. 

With this third issue of The Troweller 
since its reincarnation two years ago, 
the goal continues to be the  
provision of a publication to the 
construction and design professions 
which will increase the flow of 
information with specific regards to 
the masonry industry. 
The year 2005 saw the masonry 
industry having a busy year and 2006 
is set to be even busier. With the 
election of a new federal government 
we are confident the economy will 
continue to maintain growth.  
I would like to announce the MMI in 
conjunction with the Manitoba  

explains he is dedicated personally to 
his career and his staff, which he 
considers family. “Maybe its scary,” he 
continues, “but I am seen as a 
workaholic and maybe I drive people 
up the wall because I am so adamant 
about what I believe. It’s important to 
do the right thing.” He adds it is so 
important to deliver on your promises 
and give the personal touch to the 
quality of your work. 
But there is also a dark side to this 
drive. “Fat chance” is what one 
professor told him when Mr. Wan 
discussed his dream of owning his own 
architecture firm. “We Chinese are 
perceived as really studious and hard 
working, but not creative. I’m a 
minority within the profession.  I don’t 
want to be a failure!” 
Mr. Wan wants to break the barriers 
and continue to explore the creative 
side of his chosen profession which has 
taken him on a journey from Hong 
Kong to Times Square.  

would never happen.” 
Working from his home, his initial 
contract came in the first week of 
March, 1995, from a contact in 
Calgary; and soon his first major 
commission was designing a 
Northwest Company store in Rankin 
Inlet, NWT. He hasn’t looked back 
since. 
He has been involved in many 
Winnipeg projects including Point 
West , a project he designed for the 
Chipman family and the Smart Park at 
the University of Manitoba. 
But perhaps his name will become 
even more recognizable when the 
proposed Times Square Project is 
completed adjoining the CanWest 
Global building at Portage and Main. 
His nine year association with the 
Asper family’s development company, 
Crestwin, will put up his name on the 
big screen. This project has a tentative 
completion date set for the fall of 
2007. 
Questioned why he is considered a 
“driven” professional, Mr. Wan 

and their three daughters and one 
son. “I guide, not govern,” he states 
emphatically. Connie, his wife of 22 
years is a partner in their business, 
handling the administrative duties of 
the company. 
Has he enjoyed the decision to 
become an architect? “There are no 
given solutions and that’s the real 
challenge,” he says. “My father 
recognized my ability to draw and 
appreciate art and that I could 
visualize in three dimensions.” 
W h i l e  s t u d y i n g ,  M r .  W a n 
concentrated primarily on private 
sector projects because that was his 
family’s focus back in China and Hong 
Kong. During his fourth year in 
architecture, Mr. Wan was offered two 
jobs before even finishing his thesis, a 
very unique situation.  He took the 
job offer from Friesen Tokar in 
Winnipeg and worked there for nine 
years. “I became an associate with the 
company and I learned a lot, but the 
moment came,” he claims,  “when I 
had to try to go out on my own or it 

Driven. Con’t 

President’s Report 
The Troweller                                            page two 

Green Buildings (con’t) 
The study, commissioned by 
REALPAC and nine government and 
private-sector organizations in 
Canada and the U.K.  also found 
green buildings can command 
higher rents and prices, attract 
tenants more quickly, cut tenant  

turnover and cost less to operate and 
maintain. 
“Green”, combined with Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED), a rating system and 
certification program for new and 
major retrofits of commercial, 
institutional and high-rise residential 

buildings brings a new importance 
for masonry in all types of 
construction. The promotion of the 
quality and durability of masonry will 
be seen as critically important to the 
needs of prospective construction 
and the upgrading of national 
building codes. 
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Tim Hortons at Charleswood Centre on Grant Ave. 
TDL Group 
Roma Masonry 

Showcasing Masonry Construction in Winnipeg 
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Concord Residence, Canadian Mennonite University  2218 
Grant Ave. Friesen Tokar Architects 
Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd 

Health Sciences Centre Critical Services addition 
on William Ave. Smith Carter Architects and 
Engineers Inc   B&F Masonry  

St. James Volkswagen on King Edward  
MMP Architects 
Euro-can Enterprises Ltd. 

U of M Engineering Tech. Centre, Dafoe Rd. 
Stantec Architecture Ltd. 
B&F Masonry Ltd. 

Credit Union Central, 317 Donald Street 
Cooper Rankin Architects 
Roma Masonry Ltd. 

Sterling House Seniors Apartment, Sterling Lyon Parkway 
Raymond S. C. Wan Architect Inc. 
Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd. 

Arctic Glacier, 625 Henry Street 
David Goyer Architecture Inc. 
Roma Masonry Ltd 
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For the fourth time in the last seven years, a graduating student 
from Red River College Masonry Program has  won gold at  the 
Skills Canada competition, held in Edmonton in 2005. Dave 
Dittman who was a third year apprentice for Debrock Masonry 
and currently works for the same firm took top national honours 
and reflects the training taken under the tutelage of Brian 
Gebhardt, masonry instructor at Red River College. 
Last year 31 students were enrolled in the three levels of 
apprenticeship (with this year’s numbers in parenthesis): level 
III—10 (7); II—8 (11) and level I—13 (8).                                   

Upcoming Events 

Membership List 
The Troweller                                                       page four 

The Troweller is a publication of the Manitoba Masonry Institute. 
Suppliers   Address     Phone  Fax  
Alsip’s Industrial Products Ltd 1 Cole Avenue, Winnipeg MB  667-3330 668-7581 
CCI Tallcrete    1436 Chevrier Avenue Winnipeg MB 453-8335 453-5205  
Gillis Quarries Ltd.  2895 Wenzel Street Winnipeg MB  222-2242 222-7849 
I-XL Masonry Supplies Ltd 717  Lagomodiere Blvd. Winnipeg MB  284-1773 477-0773 
 
Contractors 
Alpha Masonry Ltd.  101-1355 Erin Street Winnipeg MB  775-4198 772-2236 
A. M. Masonry Ltd.  74 Sandpoint Bay Winnipeg MB  222-7844 222-7810 
B & F Masonry Ltd.  200-698 Corydon Avenue Winnipeg MB 475-2094 452-5859 
Blerot Masonry Ltd.  1611 Forbes Road Winnipeg MB  256-6033 255-2755 
Brick Enterprises Ltd.  862 Dufferin Avenue Winnipeg MB 586-9898 589-6114 
C. D. Renew Masonry  PO Box 393, Sanford MB   736-3056 
Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd.  87 Eckhardt Avenue Winnipeg MB  633-4117 694-7505 
Gebhardt Masonry  352 Aldine Street Winnipeg MB  831-5663 831-5663 
GKW Construction Inc.  1524 Church Avenue Winnipeg MB 633-7000 694-5042 
K. C. Masonry   4244 Rebeck East St. Paul MB  222-3974 222-3974 
RHI Canada Ltd.   865 King Edward Street Winnipeg MB 772-2406 783-7722 
Roma Masonry Ltd.  1771-F Ness Street Winnipeg MB  832-9405 837-5439 
Tri-Star Masonry   42 Merit Crescent Winnipeg MB  334-2446 334-2586 

Masonry website addresses 
 
Alsip’s Industrial Products Ltd.   www.alsips.com 
CCI Tallcrete   www.cci-industries.com 
Euro-can Enterprises Ltd.   www.euro-can.com 
Gillis Quarries    www.tyndallstone.com 
I-XL Masonry Supplies    www.ixlbrick.com 
Brick Industry Association   www. brickinfo.org 
Canada Masonry Contractors Assoc    
   www.canadamasonrycentre.com 
Canadian Construction Industry   www.cci.industries.com 
Canadian Standards Association  www.csa.ca 
International Masonry Institute   www.imiweb.org 
Manitoba Masonry Institute  www.manitobamasonry.ca 
Masonry Canada   www.masonrycanada.ca 
National Concrete Masonry Assoc (US)  www.ncma.org 
The Masonry Society   www.masonrysociety.org 
Winnipeg Construction Association   
   www.wpgca.com/home/index. 

                                                          
Masonry Design Awards  Spring, 2007                                           Masonry Shop: Red River College                                    

Manitoba Dominant Force at Skills Canada 
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