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A year has passed since my last 
message. 

Many of the projects the MMI is 
involved in are coming to fruition. 
With the help of many of our members, 
we are accomplishing a lot of things 
that were only ideas a year ago.  

We now have a solid relationship 
with the faculty of engineering at the 
University of Manitoba. We are able 
to address some of our industry’s 
concerns through both the education 
of future designers as well as various 
research projects that will help 
strengthen our industry.  

We are continuing our strong 
commitment to apprenticeships by 
filling the classes at Red River College 
in all three levels. The successful 
completion rate is currently outpacing 
the rate of retirement in the foreseeable 
future, thereby slowly increasing the 
number of available masons.

For our contractor members, we 
are pursuing ongoing educational 
seminars in both safety and installation 
procedures for newly arrived products. 

With many new and exciting materials 
arriving on the scene and a strong, 
well-trained workforce, we are 
better positioned to serve our many 
customers.

While I am happy with our work to-
date, there remains a lot of work to be 
done in order to re-establish our once-
mighty industry. To that end, I will 
continue to ask all of our members 
to be engaged wherever they can.  
 

WINTER 2012

Harry Laarveld
President 
Manitoba Masonry Institute
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According to Red River College masonry 
instructor Brian Gebhardt, there are 

two big misconceptions about bricklaying.

The first, he says, is that training for 
bricklaying does not exist. 

That misconception is easily debunked 
when you look at the success of the college’s 
bricklaying program—the only such training 
program in the province—that helps future 
bricklayers gain the knowledge they need to 
succeed in the industry.

“The reality is that a bricklayer learns in 
two places—at the college and in practicing 
on the job,” says Gebhardt, who has been 
teaching for 23 years. It’s that combination of 
on-the-job practical skills development and 
technical training that ensures students can 
become successful bricklayers. In fact, the 
four-year apprenticeship sees each student 
complete a total of 4800 hours and gain a 
standardized set of knowledge that every 
bricklayer should obtain.

“While in school, they cover everything 
from basic brickwork to more ornamental 
brickwork, arch construction to fireplace 
construction—the whole gamut,” says 
Gebhardt. 

To regulate the training, the program has 
a Provincial Advisory Council (PAC), 
consisting primarily of industry members 
that review the course content every few 
years and initiate any changes they deem 
necessary. “Industry has to dictate what is 
taught in schools,” says Gebhardt. “It’s very 
much an industry-driven training program.” 

On that note, projects are marked and graded 
according to industry guidelines, with the 70 
per cent passing grade also set by industry.

“The projects vary from level to level—in 
level one, they’re really basic. In the second 
level, students have assignments in arches 
and natural stones,” he says. “And in the third 
level, the program prepares students for their 
examination.” 

Students also enter the Skills Canada 
competition, in which various skilled trades 

compete and are given the opportunity to 
see where they stand in comparison to other 
provinces. In 11 years, the RRC program 
has amassed seven gold, three silver and one 
bronze medal. “It’s all a gauge to see how 
we’re doing compared to other provinces.”

On average, there are 14 to 16 new apprentices 
entering the Red River College program each 
year, with the majority completing it.

“There is an increased demand for masonry—
older masons are retiring or working less, 
which is why it’s important to train young 
people,” says Gebhardt. “For young people 

today, I think there are a lot of opportunities.”

In fact, the amount of bricklayers is generally 
lower in comparison to other construction 
trades—according to Gebhardt, there are 10 
times more carpenters than bricklayers—
boding well for those interested in the 
industry. And once people come into the 
trade, he adds, they tend to stay in it. “I have 
met a lot of bricklayers who say, ‘I used to 
be a carpenter’ but you’ll never really find 
anyone saying, ‘I used to be a bricklayer,’” he 
laughs.

And the second misconception about 
bricklayers? According to Gebhardt, many 
falsely believe that Canadian- or North 
American-trained bricklayers are not as 
proficient as European bricklayers.

“I’ve been involved with the World Skills 
Competition and, having seen the Canadian 
apprentices that have advanced, I can 
honestly say we are not too far off in terms 
of the quality of the work,” he says. “How we 
train our people is not much different than in 
Germany and other countries recognized for 
their abilities.”

As for the future, Gebhardt is optimistic 
that the demand for bricklayers will stay 
consistent, thanks to increased use of 
masonry products and their durability and 
versatility, which have long been recognized 
throughout history.

“Bricklaying is still a trade in which a lot of 
things that are done today were done the 
same way historically, even hundreds of years 
ago,” he says.

“The reality is that a
bricklayer learns in

two places-at the college 
and in practicing on the 
job,” says RRC instructor 

Brian Gebhardt.

SPOTLIGHT ON... Red River College Bricklaying Apprenticeship
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Engineering students at the University of 
Manitoba may help shape the future of 

the industry, thanks to the Civil Engineering 
Co-op Program that offers them the chance 
to learn more about their profession—and 
that of masonry, too.

“These students are going to get out and start 
designing in four to five years,” says Fariborz 
Hashemian, an assistant professor in the 
university’s department of civil engineering.  
“A lot of the design issues that sometimes 
make masonry less practical might be 
going away because the students—and 
future designers—will be very familiar with 
the material and what they can do with 
it, so they’re going to come up with better 
solutions.”

Because many students have difficulty finding 
summer employment in the engineering 
sector, the university introduced the co-op 
program last summer to assist students in 
getting quality engineering work experience 
before graduation.

“With the co-op program, they’ll get some 
experience, some of which can go towards 
their professional designation,” says 
Hashemian, who places masonry students 
into construction positions through the co-
op. “I’m involved in increasing awareness of 
the program within the student body and 
to increase students’ design abilities. To do 
that, I have introduced two masonry design 
courses to the faculty, which let students 
understand what masonry is and to start a 
buzz among them.”

Last summer saw two students go through the 

program, which ran from April to September. 
One student remained on the construction 
site the entire time, while the other also dealt 
with construction administration and safety 
within the office, as well as cost estimating.

“I worked partially on-site, dealing with 
any issues with the plan and then did more 
office work,” says Matthew Lynch, a civil 
engineering student who worked at Euro-
Can Enterprises as part of the program. 
“It was great to work both on- and off-site. 
Everyone there was so kind and the amount 
of trust they put into me meant a lot to me.”

The university offers second-year students 
the opportunity to apply for the program, 
meaning they already have some knowledge 
about the materials, analysis and main 
concepts associated with the industry. The 
co-op program allows them to gain the 
hands-on experience they need to succeed 
in the industry when they’ve completed their 
degrees.

“There is a huge difference between what’s 
on paper and how things are built. Once they 
start practicing, they can better understand 

tolerance and how the system works,,” says 
Hashemian. “Construction experience is 
very important for engineering students—
The things that they are designing will be 
built in the real world. This experience will 
make them better engineers and help them 
to come up with better and more practical 
solutions.”

And the program’s benefits aren’t limited 
solely to students. “The contractor gets a 
lot beyond a summer student. They get 
someone who’s highly skilled in computers 
and who has very strong mathematical and 
communication skills,” says Hashemian.

Hashemian’s next step is to open up the 
program to more students. He plans to 
advertise the program in his own courses so 
he can answer students’ questions, and other 
professors will be advertising the program as 
well.

“I’d like to see the number of students 
participating in the program increase by 
five each year. Though it really depends on 
the masonry construction industry to create 
summer jobs, this summer I’d definitely like 
to see more than five,” he says. “This program 
really increases the students’ knowledge of 
masonry construction and implications of 
good design and detailing.”

And Lynch agrees. “I’m taking what I learned 
and using it in my education. This program 
was so valuable—I took away so much from 
the summer.”

SPOTLIGHT ON... University of  Manitoba Co-op Program
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“This experience will make 
them better engineers and 
help them to come up with 
better and more practical 
solutions,” says assistant 

professor Fariborz  
Hashemian.
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There was something in the air in mid-
November—not just a biting wind, 

but a sense of nostalgia and memories. 
Indeed, Nov. 20 marked an important day in 
Winnipeg sports history—the last Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers game to ever take place at the 
old stadium in St. James. 

But along with that nostalgia is also a sense of 
excitement, because the building of the new 
Blue Bombers stadium is well underway and 
is expected to be completed by the time the 
2012 football season rolls around. 

Construction on the new stadium, which is 
located at the University of Manitoba, began 
last summer and has already generated a large 
amount of buzz and publicity. We spoke to 
several key players on the construction team 
to find out how the project is progressing.

Architect

Local firm Raymond S.C. Wan Architect 
was responsible for designing the 33,000-

seat facility, which will expand to more than 
40,000 seats for the Grey Cup and other large 
events.

“We were really looking at three things 
when designing the stadium: fan experience, 
comfortable seating and good washroom/
concession areas,” says Ray Wan, whose 
company was first invited to work on the 
project by Creswin Properties several years 
ago. 

According to Wan, the project is on time 
and on budget—a relief for many, given 
the worries that the stadium would not be 

completed by next year’s football season. 

And like any projects of this magnitude, there 
have been a number of challenges that Wan 
faced when designing the stadium, including 
the budget, the location of the site, the scale of 
the project and even traffic. But despite those 
challenges, Wan considers the experience a 
positive one and is excited local companies 
like his are able to be involved in such a 
significant project. 

“It’s our first time designing a true North 
American football stadium, so there were a 
lot of new things to learn,” he says. “It’s been a 
very good experience.”

Mason

Gus Kotoulas can see his work in nearly 
every corner of the structure.

His company, Alpha Masonry, is responsible 
for the 300,000 concrete blocks that make 
up the stadium’s washrooms, hallways—
essentially the entire facility. “We have 30,000 
done, with 270,000 left to lay,” says Kotoulas. 
“We are also laying 140,000 
bricks.”

As of mid-December, Alpha, 
the successful bidder during 
the tendering process, was 
finishing the stadium’s 
staircases, after which it plans 
to move on to the interior walls. 
Though the project is currently 
on schedule, Kotoulas is 
hoping for one thing to 
ensure it remains that way: for 

Winnipeg’s generally unpredictable weather 
to stay mild. “I really hope the weather holds 
up so we can maintain the schedule,” he says.

And although Kotoulas and his team have 
not faced any significant challenges during 
the construction process, the tight schedule 
means they have had to overcome some 
obstacles. But, like Wan, Kotoulas has had 
an overall positive experience working on 
the nearly $200 million stadium. “These are 
all very good people to work with,” he says. 
 
Contractor

Mike Clynes has been involved with the 
stadium from its initial design and 

conception. Project director at Stuart Olson 
Dominion Construction, Clynes sat on the 
integrated project delivery team, who worked 
together to create the most cost-effective 
design possible, with the goal of also creating 
an enhanced fan experience.

And with features like wider seats, cup-
holders for every seat and two high-definition 

SPOTLIGHT ON... Winnipeg Blue Bombers stadium
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video boards, the stadium more than meets 
that goal. “This really is a state-of-the-art, 
world-class stadium,” says Clynes, whose team 
has used innovative techniques to increase 
efficiency and decrease costs throughout the 
project.

But like any high-profile project, the stadium 
has met its share of challenges, too. One such 
challenge for Stuart Olson was the project’s 

late start. “We were supposed 
to start in August 2010, but 
we didn’t receive the contract 
until December, so we lost 
five months,” says Clynes. “We 
started in January of this year 
and by February, we were back 
on track.”

As of mid-December 2011, 
the project was slightly ahead 
of schedule—45 per cent 
complete, or nine per cent 
ahead of schedule, according 

to Clynes. “We had a great spring/summer/
fall, so we’re really hoping the winter weather 
holds up,” he notes. 

Over the next few months, Winnipeggers can 
expect to see construction on the stadium 
progress, barring any wicked Winnipeg 
winter weather, including the high winds 
Clynes’ team saw in December. “People will 

start to see the roof, as well as the seats going 
onto the bleachers and the administrative 
office steel erected,” says Clynes.

For Clynes, whose last project was an 
enormous casino and resort in Las Vegas, the 
stadium has not only been a great experience 
as a project, but also for a new Manitoban.  
“I love Winnipeg and the work ethic here – 
there are just wonderful people,” he says.

“This really is a state-of-the-art, world-class stadium.” —Mike Clynes of 
Stuart Olson Dominion Construction

Throughout history, brick and stone work have been recognized as a form 
of art and have also made an enduring mark on the Canadian landscape. 
The dedication, patience and passion required to create these works of art, 
as well as the skill and knowledge that have passed from mason to mason, 
are second to none. 

To ensure the continuation of the masonry trade, the Canadian Masonry 
Contractors Association published the Textbook of Canadian Masonry, 
which covers topics ranging from clay products to mortar, arches to 
fireplaces, among many others. 

For more information on how to purchase the textbook, visit the Manitoba 
Masonry Institute website at www.manitobamasonry.ca.

You can watch a live feed from the 
construction webcam for the new 

stadium on the Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers website at www.bluebombers.

com/page/construction-webcam 
(Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.).
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Grand Lyon Terrace 
100 Paget Street 
 
Architect: Harold Funk 
Architects 

Mason: Roma Masonry 
 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd., Gillis 
Quarries, Expocrete

 
Grain Exchange parkade 
Lombard Avenue 
 
Architect: Raymond S.C. 
Wan Architect 

Mason: Euro-Can 
Enterprises 
 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd., Gillis 
Quarries, Expocrete

Cambrian Credit Union 
60 Bison Drive 

Architect: Friesen Tokar Architects 
Mason: Euro-Can Enterprises 

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry Supplies 
Ltd., Gillis Quarries, Expocrete

 
Western Surgery Centre 
1020 Lorimer Blvd 
 
Architect: Daniel Serhal 
Architecture

Mason: Alpha Masonry 
 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd.

Shaftesbury High School  
addition 

2240 Grant Avenue 

Architect: Synyshyn Architecture 
and Interior Design 

Mason: Alpha Masonry  

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry Supplies 
Ltd., Gillis Quarries, Expocrete 

Concrete Products

 
Safeway River East 
1441 Henderson Highway 
 
Architect: LM 
Architectural Group 

Mason: Roma Masonry 
 
Suppliers: Expocrete 
Concrete Products 
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Generator building
University of Manitoba  
 
Architect:Voitec Architect 

Mason: GKW 
Construction 
 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd., Gillis 
Quarries,  Expocrete

 
Kildonan Green Apts.
Kildonan Green Drive 
 
Architect: Raymond S.C. 
Wan Architect 

Mason: Euro-Can 
Enterprises 
 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd., Expocrete

 
Caisse Populaire 
185 Provencher Boulevard 
 
Architect: Stantec 
Architecture

Mason: Euro-Can 
Enterprises 
 
Suppliers: Alsips Building 
Product & Services, Gillis 
Quarries, Expocrete

 
Cornerstone Life Lease 
Estates 
1865 Gateway Road 
 
Architect: Friesen Tokar 
Architects

Mason: Kornerstone 
Masonry 
 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd., Expocrete
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North End Water Pollution Control 
Centre 

Consultant: Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Mason: GWK Construction 

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry Supplies 
Ltd., Expocrete

Richardson Centre for Functional 
Foods and Nutraceuticals 

University of Manitoba 

Architect: Stantec Architecture 
Mason: GKW Construction 

 

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry Supplies 
Ltd., Gillis Quarries, Expocrete

Welcome Centre 
University of Manitoba 

 

Architect: LM Arch. Group 
Mason: KC Masonry 

 

Suppliers: Gillis Quarries, 
Expocrete Concrete Products

 
Monsanto
University of Manitoba 
 
Architect: Raymond S.C. 
Wan Architect  

Mason: Kornerstone 
Masonry 
 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd., Gillis 
Quarries, Expocrete

St. Mary’s Academy addn. 
550 Wellington Crescent  

Architect: Stantec Architecture 
Mason: Euro-Can Enterprises 

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry  
Supplies Ltd.

 
Women’s Correctional Centre
Headingley, Manitoba

Architect: number TEN 
architectural group 
 
Mason: Alpha Masonry, 
Kornerstone Masonry 
 
Supplier: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies, Gillis Quarries, 
Expocrete
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Sobeys  
Birds Hill 2575 Main Street  

 

Architect: David Goyer Arch. 
Mason: Kornerstone Masonry 

 

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry  
Supplies Ltd., Expocrete

Bairdmore School addition 
700 Bairdmore Avenue 

 

Architect: Synyshyn Architecture 
Mason: B & F Masonry 

 

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry  
Supplies Ltd.

For more project photos, please visit the 
Manitoba Masonry Institute website at 

www.manitobamasonry.ca. 

Canada Post building 
400 McDermot Avenue 

Architect: Nejmark Architect 
Mason: Roma Masonry 

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry Supplies 
Ltd., Gillis Quarries, Expocrete

 
Pembina Hall Residence 
University of Manitoba 
 
Architect: Ray S.C. Wan 
Architect 

Mason: Alpha Masonry 
 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd., Gillis 
Quarries, Expocrete

United Way 
580 Main Street 

 

Architect: Raymond S. C. Wan Architect 
Mason: Euro-Can Enterprises 

 

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry Supplies Ltd., 
Gillis Quarries, Expocrete
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The annual Skills Manitoba Competition sees over 475 high school, post-secondary and apprentice 
students compete in 42 skilled trades and technology contests in six industry sectors. The students 
participate in challenges designed to test the skills required in technology and trades careers, 
including brick masonry. 

The brick masonry test project consisted of practical work, including bricks, block and/or stone 
laying, respecting the indications on the plan/design (for cutting and detail). 

Entrants had five hours to complete their projects and were marked on the appropriate technical 
skills, which included measuring lengths, calculating and marking angles, determining the layout 
and gauge, cutting brickwork, making corners and so on.

A big thank-you goes out to the judges (pictured, from left to right: Mark Andreossa, Gracom 
Masonry; Kurt Funk, Alpha Masonry; Rob Wiebe, Kornerstone Masonry; Brian Gebhardt, Red 
River College).

This year’s brick masonry winners: 

Gold - Jacob Bell, Red River College
Silver - Joseph Bertrand, Red River College
Bronze - Justin Pedersen, Red River College

Winner Jacob Bell also competed at the Skills 
Canada National Competition in Quebec 

City, where he won silver.

Next year’s Skills Manitoba Competition will 
be held at Red River College (both the Notre 
Dame and the Roblin Centre campuses) on 

April 12, 2012.

L to R: Brian Gebhardt, RRC; Murray Alston, I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd.; Jacob Bell, RRC; Jim Dupasquier, Brock White.

L to R: Brian Gebhardt, RRC; Murray Alston, I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd.; Joseph Bertrand, RRC; Jim Dupasquier, Brock White.

L to R: Brian Gebhardt, RRC; Murray Alston, I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd.; Justin Pedersen, RRC; Jim Dupasquier, Brock White.
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The MMI was proud to sponsor the third annual Manitoba
Construction Career Expo on May 11, 2011. 

At the event, which focuses on attracting young people into 
the construction industry, more than 1,300 high school 
students from across southern Manitoba were able to learn 
more about masonry, along with other trade career options.

MMI members enjoyed a beautiful day on the 
course at the annual MMI golf tournament, 
held at Larters at St. Andrew’s Golf and 
Country Club on June 3, 2011. Watch for 
more information about the 2012 MMI golf 
tournament in an upcoming issue of The 
Troweller. (Pictured, left to right: Myron 
Pasaluko, Stantec Architecture; Barry Ruth, 
number TEN architectural group; Mike 
Schultz, Hebron Brick)

Jake Bell of Euro-Can Enterprises helps a student learn the 
fine art of masonry.

On Nov. 29, 75 members of the masonry 
industry attended a technical presentation at 
the Red River College Notre Dame campus.  

The MMI-organized Increasing Market 
Share for Masonry: Improved Application 
Techniques for Adhered Stone saw Dave Gnotta 
of the Masonry Veneer Manufacturing 
Association speak to MMI and Manitoba 
Masonry Contractors Association members, 
residential masonry contractors, and Red 
River College brick masonry level-three 
and civil engineering technology students.  

A 33-year concrete industry veteran and 
business development manager at Eldorado 
Stone, Gnotta covered topics ranging 
from proper stone adherence to lath 
requirements to rainscreen draining options.  
 
Thank you to everyone who attended!
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Holiday spirit was in full force at the annual MMI Christmas reception on Dec. 7, 2011, which saw many 
MMI members and invited guests attend. (Pictured, left to right, first photo: Charlie Cuthbert, B+F Masonry; 
Gus Kotoulas, Alpha Masonry; and Robert Sanderson, Alpha Masonry. Second photo: Bill Kurtz, W. Kurtz 
Masonry Ltd. (retired); Len Claeys, Len’s Masonry; and Stefan Marinow, Roma Masonry.)


