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At our recent annual general 
meeting, I was given a mandate 

for one more term as president of the 
Manitoba Masonry Institute. It is both 
an honour and a privilege to be able to 
serve a second term, as it will allow me 
to oversee many of the processes and 
functions of the organization that were 
initiated during my first term.

Two things immediately come to 
mind; first of all, we are proposing to 
honour architects for their masonry 
designs in the spring of 2014. The last 
time we were able to do that was April 
2007.

Secondly, as the MMI, we are 
considering financially supporting the 
Architectural Faculty at the University 
of Manitoba and, to some degree, the 
civil engineering department at Red 
River College. Details are currently 
being reviewed. 

We continue to be involved in the 
education of both our members 
and the design community through 
seminars.

Apprenticeship is going very well, and 
at the recent Skills Canada National 
Competition, Manitoba qualified for 
the world championships, both by 
winning gold and being age-qualified 
(the winner was 21 years old). This 
bodes well for our industry, with a 
trend of younger certified journeymen 
entering the workforce.  

“If you design it, we can build it.”  

Recently, the Canada Masonry 
Design Centre (contractor-funded) 
and Canadian Concrete Masonry 
Producers Association (concrete 
masonry producers-funded) have 
formed a one-stop information and 
technology centre to look after all 
university masonry research, as well 
as the ongoing technical support of 
the engineering software (M.A.S.S.) 
and other masonry-related issues. 
This newly formed entity, called the 
Canadian Masonry Research Council 
(CMRC), is intended to make life easier 
for consultants, faculties, students and 
contractors.

In closing, I want to thank all members 
for their support and encourage 
all to continue this support going 
forward. Together, we can accomplish 
many good things for our industry. 
 

WINTER 2013

Yours truly, 
 
Harry Laarveld 
President

www.manitobamasonry.ca
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From funding issues to a delayed schedule to decisions 
on content, the Canadian Museum for Human Rights 

has garnered its fair share of controversy over the past few 
years. But despite that controversy, there is no denying the 
awe-inspiring building is unlike any other.

Designed by famed architect Antoine Predock and local 
firm Smith Carter Architects and Engineers, the museum 
boasts one of the most unique designs in Winnipeg, with 

the complex, 24,000-square-foot structure using some of 
the most state-of-the-art technology in its construction, 
which is set to finish by the end of 2012. The first national 
museum constructed outside of Ottawa, the museum sits 
on a foundation of concrete caissons and pre-cast pillars. 
At the base of the museum are four roots, through which 
visitors will pass to a series of levels that feature exhibits and 
galleries promoting human rights education. The concrete 
component includes the building’s core area and the roots, 

which will be used as classrooms, teaching facilities 
and a theatre. 

Because of the one-of-a-kind design, the majority 
of the museum’s external walls are not vertical, 
with glass and stone having to be maneuvered 
into sloped sections, requiring special application 
techniques for the two masonry companies 
working on the project.

“One of the challenges with this site is that there 
are no straight, ‘up-and-down’ walls,” said Randy 
Lichti, site superintendent for G.A. Masonry, 
which is working primarily on the exterior of the 
building. “When you start at the base, everything 
comes to a point, which also makes access a major 
challenge. It is very challenging—we’re always 
building square boxes, and this is definitely not a 
square box.”

For Lichti’s team, limited access to certain areas 
meant a little creative brainstorming. “It’s very 
difficult getting to certain spots in the building,” 
he said. “We have an experienced team here, so 
we all put our ideas together and come up with a 
collective idea for those hard-to-reach areas.”

“Everything has been a challenge—the material, 
the overall design of the building. It’s massive—it’s 
very huge project and very complicated,” agreed 
Mark Andreosso, project manager for Gracom 

SPOTLIGHT ON... Canadian Museum for Human Rights
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Masonry, which is working on the 
interior of the building. “Nothing is 
actually straight. It’s very much like 
a design-assist process, where the 
architect has a contract and we’re 
building to his or her contract.”

Both men agree that scheduling 
has also posed a challenge for the 
various crews working on the project. 
“They’re trying to schedule this like 
a regular building, but it’s a unique 
design,” said Lichti. Added Andreosso: 
“Coordination is huge; to me, that’s 
one of the biggest challenges. There are 
a lot of people currently on-site on the 
whole project—around 350 workers.”

Three types of stone are being used in 
the museum’s construction: Manitoba 
Tyndall stone, Spanish alabaster and 
Mongolian basalt, with the alabaster 
used in the ramp systems, and the 
basalt in decorative sections of the 
building.

“We’re working with natural stone 
from Manitoba—Tyndall stone—and 
there are also some concrete blocks,” 
said Lichti of G.A. Masonry’s work 
on the project. “There is air vapour 
barrier insulation—as they want to 
seal the building airtight—that is part 
of our wall system and is so important. 
The stone looks great, but it’s what’s 
behind it that is the most important 
part in our scope of work.” Also part of 
the company’s work were some fairly 
substantial casts. “Every wall gets cast 
stone on the root tips,” said Lichti. “It’s 
also on the terrace and parapets.”  

As of July 2012, G.A. Masonry was 
working on the museum’s root tips 
and looking to finish its work “before 
the snow flies,” said Lichti. “It’s been 
a unique experience—it went on 
for a longer period of time (than 
anticipated) because of the unique 
design.”

Gracom Masonry will complete both 
of its contracts with the museum in 
October. “We are currently working 
on the exhibit ramps with the Spanish 
alabaster,” Andreosso said in July. “We 
are also working on what’s called the 
Garden of Contemplation, which is 
all fabricated with basalt stone and 
involves columns, panels and pavers.”

In the summer and early fall, 
Gracom Masonry will be installing 
columns on the garden’s floor as 
well as finishing work on the ramps. 
“There are five sets of ramps for each 
of the five levels,” said Andreosso, 
who cites the professionalism of the 
museum’s general contractor—PCL 
Constructors Inc.—as his favourite 
part of the project.

For more information about the 
construction progress, visit www.
humanrightsmuseum.ca. 

“It is very challenging—we’re always building square boxes,  
and this is definitely not a square box.”

-Randy Lichti, site superintendent for G.A. Masonry
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SPOTLIGHT ON... U of  M Replica Project

Twelve graduate-level engineering 
students from the University of 

Manitoba’s Faculty of Engineering 
recently built a replica of a tower from 
the Sagrada Familia Cathedral in 
Barcelona.

A Roman Catholic church, the Sagrada 
Familia Cathedral was designed by 
architect Antoni Gaudi, who died in 
1926 before finishing it. At the time 
of his death, less than a quarter of the 
project was completed and construction 
has since progressed slowly. The church 
is still under construction and is now a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Made possible through a five-year, 
$250,000 funding arrangement by the 
Canadian Concrete Masonry Producers 
Association (CCMPA), the university 
chose the cathedral as the basis for 
the project because of its historical 
significance and Gaudi’s innovative use 
of masonry in the its construction. 

Upon completing the replica’s design, 
a scaled-down version was built in 
the university’s lab by the students 
themselves, supervised by Manitoba 
Masonry Institute president Harry 
Laarveld, who also helped them with 
the bricklaying component of the 

project. 

Completing the project in eight 
sessions of four hours each, two groups 
(of six students each) ran into one 
major challenge, as the replica had a 
small radius of one metre. To overcome 
that radius, they used half bricks for the 
project, which were supplied by Expo-
Crete, a member of the CCMPA and 
the MMI.

This fall, a similar project will be 
attempted on a larger scale. Look for a 
feature on the project in an upcoming 
edition of The Troweller.
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The first female apprentice in the 
history of Red River College’s 

Bricklayer Apprenticeship program, 
Nina Widmer is carving a name for 
herself in the industry.

Born in Germany, Widmer is following 
in the masonry footsteps of her father, 
Alfred—a master craftsman who moved 
to Canada after he was commissioned 
to produce ornate plaster mouldings 
and statuary at Fort Garry Place. The 
duo has worked on numerous historical 
restoration projects together, including 
the St. Mary’s church in Beausejour and 
the interior of Fort Garry Place.

“I love being able to work with my 
hands and create something,” she 
said, smiling. “There’s such a sense of 
accomplishment when you see what 
you’ve created, knowing that it will be 
there for decades to come. My work 

with my dad has helped me a lot—
it’s given me the ability to see things 
straight and level, and has given me a 
finer, more precise touch.”

An employee with Alpha Masonry 
along with her father, Widmer enrolled 
at Red River College to learn more 
about the bricklaying field. “I walked 
in knowing almost nothing about 
bricklaying, but I always want to learn 
more and further myself,” she said. 
“After I started the program, I was 
floored when I realized how much I 
could do with a brick. Driving through 
Winnipeg, all of the buildings jump 
out at me now—because I see all of the 
ornamental bonds and know what it 
took to create that. I learned so much.”

And for Widmer—who has a daily three-
hour round-trip to school from her 
home in rural Manitoba—that passion 
has translated into finely-crafted work 
that has earned her accolades from her 
peers and her instructor. “She draws 
on her experience and just gobbles up 
all of the knowledge,” said bricklaying 
instructor Brian Gebhart, noting 
that Widmer often ranks at the top 
of her class. “I’m so happy to be her 
instructor—I’m excited for her.”

Her next steps include the second and 
third levels of the program, followed by 
her final exam and project. “I’d love to 
continue in the path of my father and 
restore historical buildings,” she said. 
“I see those beautiful brick buildings in 
the city and I’d love to be able to help 
keep that alive.”

SPOTLIGHT ON... Nina Widmer

Throughout history, brick and 
stone work have been recognized 
as a form of art and have 
also made an enduring mark 
on the Canadian landscape. 
The dedication, patience and 
passion required to create 
these works of art, as well as 
the skill and knowledge that 
have passed from mason to 
mason, are second to none. 

To ensure the continuation 
of the masonry trade, the 
Canadian Masonry Contractors 
Association (CMCA) published 
the Textbook of Canadian 
Masonry, which covers topics 
ranging from clay products to 
mortar, arches to fireplaces.

To purchase the book, visit the 
Canadian Masonry Contractors 
Association website at www.
canadianmasonrycentre.com.
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UPDATE ON... Investors Group Field

Thousands of football fans were 
left disappointed when it was 

announced that the new football 
stadium would not be ready in time 
for the 2012 season, with the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers management delaying 
its opening until the beginning of the 
2013 CFL season. 

Construction on the $190-million 
stadium, which is located at the 
University of Manitoba, began last 
summer and has met with continued 
weather-related delays. But despite 
Investors Group Field not meeting 
its anticipated completion date, the 
facility continues to generate buzz 
among fans. In our last issue of The 
Troweller, we spoke to key players of 
the construction team to find out how 
the project was progressing, and we 
caught up with Gus Kotoulas of Alpha 
Masonry to see where it’s at today. 

“It’s definitely coming along,” 
said Kotoulas, whose company is 
responsible for the masonry work on 
the stadium. Local firm Raymond 
S.C. Wan Architect was responsible 
for designing the 33,000-seat facility, 
which will expand to more than 40,000 
seats for the Grey Cup and other large 
events.

The Alpha Masonry team’s work 
is visible in nearly every corner of 
the structure, and includes 300,000 
concrete blocks and approximately 
400,000 pc. (modular equivalent) of 
clay brick that make up the facility.  

According to the Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers website, the stadium site 
also contains 9000 tons of steel, 28,000 
cubic meters of concrete and 450 pieces 
of precast bleachers. The arch trusses 
that support the eight acres of roof 
are the largest and highest in Canada, 
spanning 190 meters approximately 
200 feet in the air.

Like any projects of this magnitude, 
Kotoulas’s team has had to overcome 
some obstacles. Because of the number 
of people working at the site at any 
given time, which can number in the 
hundreds, coordination has proved to 
be a significant challenge. 

“It’s been challenging but the overall 

experience has been very good,” 
said Kotoulas, adding that his team’s 
work will be completed sometime in 
November. “It’s such a challenging 
project and involved a lot of 
coordination, but that made it more 
exciting.”

You can watch a live feed from 

the construction webcam for the 

new stadium on the Winnipeg 

Blue Bombers website at www.

bluebombers.com/page/

construction-webcam.
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“It’s such a challenging project and involved a lot of coordination,  
but that made it more exciting.”

-Gus Kotoulas, Alpha Masonry

Watch upcoming editions of The Troweller for  updates on this and other exciting projects featuring  
masonry work in Manitoba. If you’d like to see a particular project profiled, or if you have an idea for a 

feature article relating to masonry in Manitoba, please contact us. We would love to hear from you! 

Top: Investors Group Stadium in July 2012. Bottom and opposite page: Stadium in December 2012.
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At 13 stories, the new Pembina Hall 
Student Residence rises over the 

other buildings at the University of 
Manitoba campus.

The $42-million state-of-the-art 
building, which opened in September 
2011, houses 360 university students. 
All of the units are single rooms with 
an exterior glass wall providing natural 
light and views of the campus. While 
the high-profile project has received 
much praise for its unique design, it also 
encountered its fair share of challenges 
during the construction journey.

Designed by Winnipeg’s Raymond S.C. 

Wan Architect, the project entailed 
building a new residence beside and 
above an existing and active facility, 
making the workable space tight. 

“The biggest challenge came with 
engineering—how do you build a 
10-floor structure with 168 feet clear 
span overtop an existing two-storey 
building?” says Ray Wan, principal 
Raymond S.C. Wan Architect.

Indeed, Pembina Hall boasts two 
13-storey towers, as well as a middle 
section spanning the existing two-
storey building, which now acts as a 
cafeteria and faculty lounge. The two 

tower sections are joined by an almost 
200-foot span to support the addition 
of the student apartments.

“Instead of removing any existing 
structures, we opened up the option 
of building on top,” says Wan, who 
first got involved with the project in 
2008. “It was quite a challenge. There 
is an older building down below, which 
meant there was an access point to 
other buildings you have to work with, 
and a lot of underground services you 
have to work with.”

The campus itself played a role in 
determining where the new residence 

SPOTLIGHT ON... Pembina Hall Residence



9

THE TROWELLER

Manitoba Masonry Institute
1447 Waverley Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 0P7

Phone: (204) 949-0688 / Fax: (204) 694-7505 / www.manitobamasonry.ca

would be located, as well as how it would be designed. One 
of the primary reasons for constructing it over an existing 
building was the limited amount of land available on campus. 
Designing the structure, Wan had to consider how much 
shadow the building would cast onto the rest of the campus. 
“There was a concern with casting too much shadow, so that 
was part of the design criteria,” he says. 

In his design, Wan also had to consider the amount of 
daylight that would stream into the building. “We took a 
really orderly, simplistic approach to designing this building. 
All of the other buildings on campus have their own unique 
characteristics. This being the tallest building, we took the 
most simplistic, transparent approach to maximize the 
amount of daylight coming into the suites. We maximized 
all of the windows so that we could make the building a lot 
lighter.”

Other noteworthy features of the 120,000-square-foot 
residence include one of the largest steel trusses ever installed 
in Manitoba. Masonry components on the east and west 
towers are similar to other buildings on campus, and includes 
both brick and Tyndall stone.

The following is an excerpt from the article “Reinventing Canadian Masonry” by Mark D. Hagel, PhD, P.Eng., 
which appeared in the March 2012 edition of Construction Canada magazine. To read the full article, please visit 
http://www.kenilworth.com/publications/cc/de/201203/files/66.html.

For thousands of years, masonry has been the building material of choice in many regions, with an infinite number 
of possibilities of pattern and form. Brick and stone are durable materials that never go out of fashion; they have been 
used to construct castles and cathedrals, pyramids and great walls, schools and museums, hospitals and high-rises, 
bridges, roads, and fences.

Although masonry is often imitated (i.e. stamped and synthetic products), very few materials are as versatile and 
fewer still are as durable. Nevertheless, a noticeable decrease in the use of masonry was accompanied in the 1990s by 
the increased use of sidings, stuccos, and exterior insulation finish system (EIFS) claddings, along with replacement 
of the traditional brick fireplace with steel fireplace substitutes in Western Canada.

The stakeholders of the masonry industry in Canada recognized a solid investment was required to preserve their 
‘share’ as emerging wall systems began competing in markets traditionally dominated by masonry. Fifteen years later, 
various industry initiatives, from education to technological innovations, are helping masonry make a comeback.

http://www.kenilworth.com/publications/cc/de/201203/files/66.html
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Showcasing masonry projects across Manitoba

 
RBC Royal Bank 
Sage Creek Boulevard
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
 
Architect: Raymond S.C. 
Wan Architect

Mason: Euro-Can 
Enterprises Ltd. 
 
Suppliers: Alsips Building 
Product and Services

Evangelical Free Church  
500 Lagimodiere Boulevard 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Architect: Raymond S.C.  
Wan Architect 

Mason: Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd.  

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry  
Supplies Ltd., Gillis Quarries Ltd.

 
Pembina strip mall 

2425 Pembina Highway
Winnipeg, Manitoba

 
Architect: Raymond S.C. 

Wan Architect  

Mason: Euro-Can 
Enterprises Ltd.

 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd., Expocrete 
Concrete Products Ltd.
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Place La Charette 

3389 Pembina Highway
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

 
Architect: Raymond S.C. 

Wan Architect 

Mason: Euro-Can 
Enterprises Ltd.

 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd., Expocrete 
Concrete Products Ltd.

 
Taylor Avenue strip mall 
1580 Taylor Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
 
Design Builder: Pre-Con 
Builders

Mason: Euro-Can 
Enterprises Ltd.
 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd., Expocrete 
Concrete Products Ltd.

Sage Creek Fire Hall 
Sage Creek Boulevard
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Design Builder: Pre-Con Builders 
Mason: Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd. 

 

Suppliers: Alsips Building  
Supplies and Services, Expocrete 

Concrete Products Ltd.
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Bridgewater Forest condos 

50 Bridgeland Drive
Winnipeg, Manitoba  

 
Architect: 701 Architecture 

Inc.
 

Mason: B & F Masonry
 

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd., Expocrete 
Concrete Products Ltd.

 
Stafford strip mall 
667 Stafford Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Architect: David Goyer 
Architecture Inc.

Mason: Euro-Can 
Enterprises Ltd. 
 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd.

Sterling Lyon Parkway 
85 Paget Street

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Architect: Raymond S.C. Wan 
Architect 

Mason: Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd. 

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry Supplies, 
Expocrete Concrete Products Ltd.
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Sage Creek strip mall 
Sage Creek Boulevard
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Architect: Raymond S.C. Wan 
Architect 

Mason: Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd. 

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry Supplies 
Ltd.. Expocrete Concrete Products 

Ltd.

 
George V School addition

265 Grey Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba

 
Architect: mcm architects 

inc.

Mason: Kornerstone 
Masonry

 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd., Expocrete 
Concrete Products Ltd.

 
Southdale, Kenaston and 
St. James Canadian Tire 
refreshes (Winnipeg, MB)
 
Architect: Nejmark 
Architects 

Mason: Euro-Can 
Enterprises Ltd.
 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd.
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Clearspring Middle School
1 Brighton Lane

Steinbach, Manitoba

Architect: Stantec Architecture
Mason: Alpha Masonry

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry Supplies 
Ltd., Expocrete Concrete Products, 

Gillis Quarries Ltd.

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

addition 
600 Cambridge 

Winnipeg, Manitoba
 

Architect: Syverson 
Monteyne Architecture

Mason: Roma Masonry 
 

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd.
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Hydro sub-station
Burrows Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba
 
Architect: number TEN 
architectural group

Suppliers: I-XL Masonry 
Supplies Ltd., Expocrete 
Concrete Products Ltd., 
Gillis Quarries Limited

THE TROWELLERTHE TROWELLERTHE TROWELLERTHE TROWELLERTHE TROWELLERTHE TROWELLER

Bridgepark Manor Housing 
330 Stone Bridge Crossing  

Steinbach, Manitoba

Architect: Raymond S.C.  
Wan Architect

Mason: Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd. 
Suppliers: I-XL Masonry Supplies
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SKILLS MANITOBA AND SKILLS CANADA COMPETITIONS

Every year, the Skills Manitoba Competition sees over 
475 high school, post-secondary and apprentice students 
compete in 42 skilled trades and technology contests in 
six industry sectors. A big congratulations goes out to 
the three Red River College students—Jacob Bell, James 
Pike and Kyle Donahue—who nabbed the top spots in 
the brick masonry segment of the competition.

The brick masonry test project consisted of practical 
work, including bricks, block and/or stone laying, 
respecting the indications on the plan/design (for 
cutting and detail). 

By winning the gold medal at the competition, Jacob Bell 
earned the chance to represent Team Manitoba at the 
Skills Canada National Competition, held in Edmonton, 
Alberta from May 13 to 16, 2012, where he also won 
gold.  “I was pretty excited because I’ve competed two 
years in a row. The first time, I got a silver medal—the 
second time, I was going in it to win it,” said Bell. 

Bell’s win comes as no surprise to Brian Gebhardt, his 
bricklaying instructor at Red River College.

“He has strong ability and a real knack for the trade,” 
said Gebhardt of Bell. “He had a great performance this 
year—I knew he’d do well based on past performance.”

Bell qualified to represent Canada at the World Skills 
Competition, where he will compete against bricklayers 
from around the globe. “There will be three or four 
components to each of the projects, and it will be pretty 
intense—to win it would be a pretty big deal,” says 
Gebhardt. “They always build some amazing projects. 
It’s really something to see.”

Bell will dedicate four weeks to full-time training in 
preparation for the competition, which takes place in 
Germany next summer. Despite the fierce competition, 
Gebhardt hopes to see Bell earn Canada a top-10 finish. 
“He’ll be facing dozens of countries all looking for the 
gold,” he said. “I’m confident he’s going to do well.”

Despite his accomplishments, Bell remains modest and 
is excited to see what happens in Germany. “I just go in 
and try my best every time. It’s very rewarding to see 
what you’ve accomplished,” he said.
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Pictured above (first photo, clockwise from top): Brian Gebhardt of Red River College (instructor), Jacob Bell of 
Euro-Can Enterprises (gold medallist at Skills Manitoba Competition and Skills Canada National Competition) and 
Murray Alston of I-XL Masonry Supplies Ltd. with Bell’s winning project at the Skills Manitoba Competition. Second 
photo: Dale Briggs of Alpha Masonry (judge); Kyle Donahue of GA Masonry (bronze medallist at Skills Manitoba 
Competition); James Pike of Simmons Masonry (silver medallist at Skills Manitoba Competition); Jacob Bell; Mark 
Zabudny of Alpha Masonry (judge); and Brian Gebhardt at the Skills Manitoba Competition. Third photo: Jacob Bell 
with his gold-medal-winning project at the Skills Canada National Competition. Fourth photo: Jacob Bell working on 
his winning project.
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by Harry Laarveld 

Held from April 17 to 21, 2012 in Vancouver, the 
45th annual Canadian Masonry Contractors 

Association conference opened with a very interesting, 
informative and light-hearted restoration seminar, which 
was presented by Dr. Gerald Lynch, a fully-skilled master 
bricklayer.

Dr. Lynch addressed a variety of brick masonry restoration 
procedures, as well as several repointing methods. The 
interactive working session was followed the next day by 
a presentation on the same subjects. Our group had the 
pleasure of meeting Dr. Lynch in a more social setting at 
the Blarney Stone Irish Pub.

The other speaker that brought home a subject near to 
our hearts was Karl Speak from Minnesota. An expert on 
branding, Speak walked us through a series of questions 
and variables around how we see ourselves not only as an 
association but also as individual companies, as well as 
what we stand for. 

The conference’s social events—attended by both the 
delegates and their companions—were top-notch, 
complete with a comedian/radio personality entertaining 
us at the welcome reception. Dinner and casino night for 
the farewell reception were also a great hit, as were the 
golf, sightseeing and adventure tours, all of which were 
blessed with sunny and warm weather and considered a 
success by all.

On our “free” night, Manitoba contractors—joined by 
Bruce Dick from Expocrete and Jeffrey Dolovich from 
Gillis Quarries Limited—gathered for cocktails, followed 
by dinner at a restaurant in Gastown to cap off a great 
evening.

I would like to promote next year’s conference as a great 
opportunity for those of us who have not yet had the 
opportunity to attend one or for whom it’s been a while. 
Next year’s conference is set for Feb. 20 to 23, 2013 in 
Palm Springs.

This year’s Manitoban attendees:

Jeffrey Dolovich (Gillis Quarries Ltd.) 
Gus Kotoulas (Alpha Masonry) 
Harry Laarveld (Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd.) 
Mark Laarveld (Euro-Can Enterprises Ltd.) 
Rob Wiebe (Kornerstone Masonry) 
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Manitoba Masonry Institute members enjoyed a 
beautiful sunny day on the course at the fourth 
annual MMI golf tournament, held at Larters at 
St. Andrews Golf and Country Club on June 1, 
2012. Players included 60 masonry contractors 
and suppliers, along with architects, engineers, 
developers and general contractors. A great time was 
had by all! Pictured: (from left to right): Jeff Moroz 
of Stantec Architecture Ltd. and Mike Schultz of 
Hebron Brick Co. 

Manitoba Masonry Institute
1447 Waverley Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 0P7

Phone: (204) 949-0688 / Fax: (204) 694-7505 / www.manitobamasonry.ca
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INDUSTRY NEWS/MMI HAPPENINGS

A recently launched software system is proving to be 
extremely useful for those in the masonry and engineering 
industries.

Masonry Analysis Structural Systems (MASS) is a software 
package that analyzes and designs masonry beams, out-
of-plane walls and shear walls in accordance with CSA 
Masonry Standards, simplifying the masonry design process 
for Canadian engineers. It acts as a complex design tool, 
helping engineers to generate a design simply by entering a 
few dimensions and load values. It also comes with a default 
Masonry Unit Database, which includes common masonry 
units and their properties.

“The reason for the software’s production is to stay in step 
with industries like wood, steel pre-cast, concrete, etc.,” 
says Harry Laarveld, president of the MMI. “Because it 

is relatively simple to use, it helps engineers design more 
masonry in a short period of time. This helps to expand our 
industry’s market share.”

The software was designed and funded by the Canadian 
Masonry Research Council (CMRC), whose membership 
consists of masonry contractors and concrete masonry 
producers. The CMRC also updates and supports the 
software. According to its website, the software is ideal for 
a practicing masonry design engineer, as well as students 
taking undergraduate and graduate level courses in masonry.

For more information about the software, visit the CMRC 
page at the Canadian Concrete Masonry Producers 
Association’s website at www.ccmpa.ca/about/canadian-
masonry-research-council.

In memoriam

The Manitoba Masonry Institute would like to acknowledge the passing of two members of the Manitoba  
masonry community. Elaine Chang (K.C. Masonry) and Fred Luce (I-XL) will be greatly missed.
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For more information about The Troweller or the Manitoba Masonry Institute,  
please contact us at: 
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